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Revive the thrill to worship 
Provide the beauty of Holiness 


REMOVE FROM YOUR 
COMMONPLACE §®* 


Uninteresting, tawdry fur- 
nishings too often compro- 
mise the sermon and serv- 
ice of worship and burden 
the message with a handi- 
cap difficult to overcome. 


Officials of Frieden’s 


est in their services.... 


Past traditions and precious 
memories of the early years of 
their church were retained, and 
new life and activity realized 
by redesigning the interior and 
building a new chancel of open 


TES 


The beauty of the new arrange- 
ment retained the reverence of 
the older members, and kindled 
a new appreciation and loyalty 
among the younger.... 


A Beautiful Interior 
Is More Conducive 
To Worship Than 
An Im posin g 
Exterior. 


Your present structure may 
readily and economically adapt 
itself to interior changes and 
rearrangements. Our experi- 
ence often enables us to sug- 
gest effective 
changes at 
moderate cost. 
Would you 
like to discuss 
the matter 
further? You 
incur no obli- 
gation. 


MEMBER 


WE DO OUR PART 


Evangelical 
Church, St. Louis, Missouri, sensed the 
need for a new spark to vitalize inter- 


ee sl 


CHURCH THE 


Frieden’s Evangelical Church before 
alterations 


Frieden’s new Chancel and Altar—focal center 
of redesigned interior. Theodore Steinmeyer, 
Architect and Designer. 


Carved panel in the 
Reredos ‘‘I am the Light 
of the World,’’ by Alois 
Lang, Master Carver, 


American Seating Com- 
pany Studios. 


Carved Memorials, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture, Pews 
and Chapel Chairs 


General Offices: 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


‘a, — wv 
aur: 


' 


Please mention THE EXPOSITOR when writing to advertisers 


‘area 


ee eees| | OR 


The Journal of Parish Methods 


CHURCHES CAN BUILD NOW 


Finance is the foundation upon which all 
church building rests. Today church building 
cannot be financed by the methods used in the 
prosperous years before the depression. Banks 
have stopped lending large sums of money on 
church mortgages, and it is doubtful if they will 
ever do so again. And even if they were willing 
to make such loans few congregations could pay 
the high rates of interest that banks demand. 
There are fewer wealthy people than there used 


to be, and they are, as a rule, in no position 
to make large donations for church building. 
Money raising campaigns, so often resorted to 
in the past, would be a useless waste of time 
today, because the average church member has 
no surplus funds. It is clear that very few 
churches will be built as long as we rely upon 
these obsolete methods of finance. Some new 
plan must be devised, that will be adapted to 
present day conditions, for there are many 
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ARCHITECT CREATES PLAN TO FINANCE CHURCH BUILDING 


A NEW PLAN for financing Church Building Projects is 
announced by a nationally known Church Architect, Wil- 
liam E. Foster, Cleveland. 


Hundreds of Building Committees forced to postpone or 


abandon plans for new buildings or improvements will avail 
themselves of the opportunity extended by Mr. Foster to write 
for information. 

A number of beautifully designed and soundly constructed 
Church Buildings in various parts of the country proclaim 
Mr. Foster’s ability as an advisor and counselor in Church 
Building. He is known to ministers of all denominations in all 
parts of the country through his discussions of the following 


William E. Foster 


1. The Purpose of a Church Building 

2. Architectural Style 

3. The Church Plan 

4. The Sunday School Plan ; 

5. Value and Cost of Various Architectural 
Plans : 

6. Acoustics 

7. The Church Kitchen 


Church Building topics in former issues of The Expositor: 


8. Heat and Ventilating in Church Buildings 
9. Church Floors and Walls 

10. Stained Glass 

11. Church Organs 

12. A Comparison of Stone and Brick 

13. Church Furniture 

14. Church Lighting Fixtures 

15. Symbolism 


ongregations badly in need of new buildings 
nd anxious to build. 

After several years of study, I have developed 

plan, which I believe is entirely new, although 
it resembles in a few details some plans that 
have been used successfully. This plan is a great 
improvement upon all former plans. if it had 
een in general use before the depression, those 
*hurches that are now in difficulty because of 
arge mortgages could have been saved most of 
‘heir trouble. It is sound in principle, does not 
require a heavy sacrifice of any one, and does 
10t, depend upon the banks for help. This plan 
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will make it unnecessary, in many cases, to wait 
for years, while a building fund is being slowly 
accumulated, before starting to build. By its use, 
strong, active, courageous, congregations under 
capable leadership, can build without assuming 
excessive obligations. It is especially suited to 
those congregations, of which there are many, 
which have accumulated part of the necessary 
funds but cannot build because there is no way 
for them to finance the balance; and also for 
those who have funds that are safe but not at 
present available. 

Any new plan must be considered with an 
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open mind. No matter how excellent it may be, 
it must be thoroughly understood and correctly 
used if it is to be successful. Misunderstanding 
causes doubt and opposition. However no one 
will oppose a plan after he, or she, has become 
convinced that it will work, will benefit the 
church, and will not be a financial strain for 
the congregation. No matter what plan of fi- 
nancing is used sooner or later each congrega- 
tion must pay for what it builds. Usually this 
process is accompanied by frequent dunning for 
money to meet payments on the mortgage, that 
seems always to hang over the heads of the 
congregation, and all to often interferes with 
the regular work of the church. My plan makes 
such dunning unnecessary. 

No business man would think of trying to sell 
something unless he knew all about it, and could 
point out all its advantages. And yet most 
churches, when they begin to think of building, 
do just that. They attempt to accumulate build- 
ing funds without any accurate knowledge of 
the amount of money that they will need, or of 
the size and kind of building that they should 
build, or of the advantages that a new building 
could offer the congregation. Naturally the do- 
nations to such a building fund are small, and 
the interest taken in it is only half-hearted, for 
the objective is too vague and too far in the 
future. The unwillingness of churches to spend 
a few dollars for preliminary information has 
been the cause of most of their difficulties, mis- 
takes, and lost opportunities. And yet they do 
not actually save one dollar by this delay, for 
they will require the services of an architect 
sooner or later, and they will cost the same one 
time as another. The cost of an architect’s pre- 
liminary study is but a small part of his total 
fee, and yet it can be of immense value to his 
client. It is, in fact, the most valuable part of 
his service. 

As an architect, who has had many years of 
church experience, I realize the futility of giving 
the full details of my plan to churches, to use 
indiscriminately as best they can without ad- 


2 


Church of the Saviour, Cleveland, Designed 
by William E. Foster, Church Architect 


vice, or proper preparation. The plan is still too 
new and too revoluntionary for that. Although it 
is actually very simple, its success depends upon 
careful preparation and presentation to the 
congregation. And so, for the present at least, 
I will disclose the full details of it only in those 
cases where I am permitted to serve the con- 
gregation in my professional capacity. In that 
case my help and advice in matters of finance 
will be an added service, over and above the 
service usually rendered by an architect, but 
given to the church without any extra cost. 
Note: Expositor subscribers who are interested 
in learning further of Architect Foster’s revolu- 
tionary plan should address their letters of in- 
quiry to William E. Foster, % The Expositor. 


A GALLERY OF CARICATURES 


By ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMERS, Broadway Tabernacle, New York City 


4 Printed by special permission. From 
The Commonplace Prodigal,” Henry Holt & Co. 


WE. LET people think that what they are 
doing is probably ali right when it is that 
dangerous kind of truth that is sufficiently right 
to keep them from the greater truth from which 
it hides them. 

What I am about to do, therefore, is to draw 
for you a picture of the country from which we 
are called to go out, for we must see the land of 
our bondage with sufficient vividness so that we 
shall not want to return to it. If only one can 
get people to see that there is a better country. 
There, one might be able at last to really-be- 
lieve. (That is not a split infinitive. It is a hy- 
phenated verb. To believe is a common garden 


variety of verb. To really-believe is that rare 
flower of beauty we see once in a while in the 
garden of the world’s radiant souls.) 

In our experience of prayer from childhood 
to today we find these ideas. There is first of 
all Life Insurance Prayer. Some might call it 
Fire Insurance Prayer—a sort of sprinkler sys- 
tem in preparation for a possible fire at some 
future time. Prayer is the premium, and woe 
betide the luckless one who lets his policy 
lapse. 

There 1s a queer magical element in it: the 
feeling of “a thousand shall fall at my side an¢ 
ten thousand at my right hand, but it shall not 
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come nigh me—I’ve paid my premium!” This is 
not, however, what the ninety-first Psalm says. 

One of the great religious leaders of the coun- 
try said: “I travel thousands of miles each year 
speaking in the colleges. I never put out the 
light in my Pullman berth without first mak- 
ing a prayer for the engineer, the crew, and 
the safety of the passengers in their care. 
“And,” he went on, with a triumphant Q. E. D. 
in his voice, “I never have been in an accident.” 

That hurts so that one can hardly speak about 
it. Is prayer a charm, or is his own righteous- 
ness an amulet carrying safety on the un-pray- 
ing, unrighteous companions of his journey 
just because he is there? If his belief is right 
and it does effect God in influencing Him to 
guarantee that comparatively insignificant in- 
cident, that his body may be preserved from ac- 
cident, should he not pray every night for every 
engineer and every crew that they be preserved 
from harm? 

I went through all that. My prayers were keep- 
ing me in God’s good graces. One night we had 
a pillow fight and in the midst of the con- 
flict came the parental command, “Get right 
to bed.” I was under the covers and almost 
asleep when the awful thought came over me, 
“T haven’t said my prayers.” Hopping out of 
bed with the winter wind playing hide-and- 
seek with my bare toes, I rattled through the 
accustomed form of words and popped back in. 
I trembled for a moment at what might have 
happened if I had not said them. You would 
think that He was a gangster God and we were 
paying protection for His favor. 

These are not prayers! 
prayer! 

There is, second, Emergency Service Prayer. 
We so often make prayer a towing-in service for 
stranded Christians when out of gas or broken 
down on the road. “Better join the church now; 
you never know when you might need our serv- 
ice.” 

Prayer now becomes the last desperate hope 
in a lost cause. “I hadn’t prayed for years,” the 
engineers was speaking after the accident, “but 

I prayed then.” Again the talisman theme breaks 
fin. Peer Gynt, shipwrecked, leans over and 
grasps by the hair the drowning man he has 
pushed from the flimsy support he wants for 
i himself, holding him from going under for a 
moment and saying, before he lets him drown, 
2 “Say your Lord’s Prayer quick,” as if that would 
4 jet him through the gates of heaven. 

How contrasting the attitude of Jim Heritage 
in The Uncertain Trumpet. He has gone over 
‘the side of the yacht in the night after his 
friend Bill who cannot swim. The yacht cannot 
} find them as they hang to the buoy. They watch 
4 its lights going away at last. They are growing 
weary and cannot hang on long. : 
) “Bill, I guess we’re booked through all right 
} this time. No return tickets,” says Jim. 
(Silence) 
“Oh, Jim, pretty rotten, would you say, to 
{start praying now when we're up against it? 
+ “Yes, pretty rotten, Bill. Best go through as 
4 we have run.” ; 
. iow infinitely better to be honest with God 
fand let your life speak rather than your trem- 
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bling lips. 

This does not mean we do not speak with God 
by the words of our lips but we must watch the 
motives and the manner by which our lips 
move. I learned my lesson on that early. We had 
landed, the whole family, in London, and Father 
was taken sick. I was sent out alone, a boy of 
fifteen, to find a doctor. I prayed desperately, 
the same short prayer, “Oh, save him, Lord, save 
him, Lord,” over and over again. The cadence 
of my feet on the pavement beat it out with 
rising desperation. 

Back in my room after the doctor was de- 
livered, I searched hastily for a Bible. I wanted 
to be as much in God’s good graces as I could for 
I remembered something about the prayers of 
a righteous man availeth much. Taking the 
Bible, it fell open, at the Sermon on the Mount, 
and my horrified eyes fell upon this sentence: 
“But when ye pray use not vain repetitions as 
the heathen do for they think they shall be 
heard for their much speaking.” 

A wave of horror went over me. Youth is a 
terrifying time, if life hits hard. It makes 
me ache to know that so many young people 
find themselves in places like that. “Oh,” I 
thought, “I’ve been praying as the heathen do 
and God will refuse to help Father because I 
did.” 

But in believing then in the efficacy of that 
magical kind of prayer, I knelt by my bed and said 
this prayer: “Please, God, forget all the times 
I’ve said it before, and remember it just this 
once, and Ill not do it again.” 

There is Prayer to God, the Errand Boy, to 
God, the Santa Claus, to the genii in Aladdin’s 
Lamp. As a short cut to the understanding of 
this, listen to Jules Romain as he senses the 
prayers going up in church: 

“Tt is like a hamlet at the hour of noon. 

On every soul’s hearth they have kindled fire, 

Which casts its smoke and yields it to the 

wind. 

God sees the bluish prayers climb up to Him.” 

* ok a 


Analyze your prayers, these complacent pray- 
ers for missions, and peace, and brotherhood, 
and goodness; these prayers about people and 
things. Think about “Prayer Lists” as a method. 

I was speaking one day in a college group on 
this theme and the president of the college 
“Y” became all excited. “But look here,” he said, 
“T’ve been praying every night for a whole lot 
of fellows ... It’s what all the big bugs in re- 
ligion do . . . They have long prayer lists and 
I’m building mine up too ... There is Bill 
Jones, he’s number fourteen on the list. He is 
‘going bad’ rapidly ... You mean I shouldn’t 
pray for him?” 

“How long have you been doing it?” I asked. 
“Oh for months.” 

“Perhaps God knows about Bill Jones ‘going 
bad’ by this time,’ I suggested, “even if His 
memory may be poor because He is a little rush- 
ed with details. Perhaps He did need remind- 
ing, because He has so much on His mind, as did 
the God of The Green Pastures. But don’t you 
suppose He knows it now? You must have told 
God about it one hundred times so far.” 
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“But I’ve got to do something,” he broke out. 
“I suppose you think I ought to give up more 
time to getting next to Bill... But ecan! teow. 
I’m rushed to death too much as it is . . . Satur- 
day afternoon is my only free time now, and iE 
need that for myself. Do you mean I have to give 
up some Saturday afternoons to him?” 

I said nothing through all these broken sen- 
tences. He wasn’t asking me questions. He was 
talking to himself. 

“Of course, you’re right,” he said at last, al- 
though I still had said nothing, .. . “put it sure 
makes it harder.” 

Yes, it does. It is much easier to cast your bur- 
den on the Lord; much easier to say prayers 
than to build the better country in a strange 


land. 
* * * 


Spiritual Gymnastics is the fourth caricature. 

In the new knowledge of this orderly universe 
of ours with our belief in a trustworthy instead 
of a capricious God, with some of these old at- 
titudes now seen in cartoonish detail by new 
knowledge of the divine, we have fallen into a 
natural but dangerous idea that man does it all 
himself. Now, however, men find themselves, 
quite wrongly, I believe, oriented in psychology 
and philosophy, using prayer, if they use it at 
all, as a spiritual daily dozen for the psychologi- 
cal effect, a sort of calisthenics for the soul. 
Prayer is talking over with one’s self the job 
for the day with general references to the prin- 
ciples of life, so that one will have the outline 
of the problems ahead and not forget the prin- 
ciples. 

That this cul-de-sac is not a solution of man’s 
modern dilemma is shown by the prayer of the 
hopeful skeptic when something went wrong in 
his practical world and he uttered this intel- 
lectually hygienic prayer, “O great hypothesis, 
there is something wrong with one of your prem- 
ises.”’ 

We must face the slur the moderns throw at 
prayer by calling it auto-suggestion. It is, of 
course; why should we shrink from it? But with 
an enormous difference. 

* % * 


Four miniatures; we must hurry from the 
picture gallery before the doors close; Prayer 
as a Gambler’s Chance. It is the reason some 
people always pick up a pin. “Not that I’m 
superstitious,” they say with a simpering smile, 
“only there is no use taking any chances. . 
Prayer may not do any particular good, but it 
certainly can’t do any harm.” We little realize 
what harm it does when thought of in these 
ways. 

Prayer as a Light Switch. Here is the power 
of God waiting for me to push a button. “God 
is waiting and ready, but you must ask Him. He 
won’t, He can’t, do anything until you ask Him.” 
Presto-Light! What an immoral idea! 

Here is some one sick. If God can, in this 
universe of law, heal that person, and He won’t 
until I come to the sick room and get on my 
knees and bow my head and close my eyes and 
say words of petition, asking Him to do what He 
can do, and has been ready all the time to do, 
then He is an immoral being and the world is 
too silly for a sane man to live in. 

Prayer as a Pious Habit. Is there anything 


which compartmentalizes religion and life quite 
as sharply as the words, “Let us pray?” Sud- 
denly noise, motion, thought, feeling, stop. Life 
is suspended animation. No one moves, no one 
looks, no one speaks. An incident reveals this 
caricature. 

It was a Christian Association Conference of 
men and women. Matters of policy had caused 
bitterness. With biting sarcasm, with denuncia- 
tion and sulks, the fight went on. Lunch time 
found the battle raging hotly, and they post- 
poned the closing time for half an hour; but 
the closing time only found them one half hour 
further apart. It looked for a while as if hair 
would be pulled. “Oh, well .. .” “Let’s quit. . we 
“No one ... o-e-h, if he only would show some 
sense...” “Is that so? .. .” Glaring, the meet- 
ing started to break up. 

Just then the chairman remembered that she 
had asked me to lead the closing devotions. 
“Wait a moment,” she called out over the field of 
battle, “I’ve asked one of the alumni to lead us 
in prayer.” 

Well, you should have seen them. Back into 
their chairs they dropped. Down their heads 
went. Smug their expressions. You could have 
cut huge pious hunks out of the atmosphere. 

Fortunately, knowing the pious habits of men, 
being one myself, I was ready and said, “There 
is nothing which would be more meaningless 
than for me to say pious words at this time. 
Here you have been trying for hours to put 
something over on man and you ask me in two 
minutes to make it all right with God. We need 
the presence of God but we have been need- 
ing (in the sense of lacking) it for some hours. 
You must not ask me to say some conventional 
words over you. Search your own hearts in the 
silence to find, if you can, where you left the 
Spirit of God.” 

In two minutes of silence (some have spoken 
of it years afterward) we really prayed, and the 
ritual words with which we closed had meaning 
as we heard them: 

“Almighty God, before Whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from Whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse Thou the thoughts of 
our hearts by the insipration of Thy Holy Spirt 
that we may more perfectly love Thee and more 
worthily magnify Thy Holy Name through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.” 

We blaspheme the name of God when we take 
prayer upon our lips as a pious habit. 

There is Prayer as Organized Charities. We 
start with the beautiful day; the birds and flow- 
ers and buzzing bees; making a missionary 
journey touching at Asia, the Fiji Islands, and 
darkest Africa; and end with “the President of 
the United States and all those associated with 
him in power.” Here we are at public prayer, 
that most awe-full responsibility of a minister 
or religious leader. Most desecrated of functions 
outranking in carelessness even the reading of 
the Scriptures, and that is bad enough. With 
that part of the service they at least tell you be- 
forehand what they want you to read. But with 
public prayer no warning seems necessary. Open 
the faucet and let words flow—words that taste 
of the rusted pipes. 

_We must not interrupt the conclusions of our 
picture gallery of past inadequacies by speaking 
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now of how public prayer should be, except to 
say that the man who stands before a group of 
people and attempts to lead them together by an 
act of corporate worship and move them into the 
knowledge of God, is like a guide upon the trail. 
Presumably-pitiful it is if it is not true—the 
man knows something about God’s presence. 
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There is a place where the feet of his spirit have 

stood. He stands upon the trail near enough to 

the travelers on the way so that he knows where 

they are and what obstacles they face next. 

There on the trail he reaches out his arms 

and calls, “You, who are there, this is the way; 
(See page 430.) 


A COLORFUL CHRISTIANITY 


By the REV. FRED SMITH, D. D. 


Er IS an irony of fate that the institution 
which has made possible some of the richest 
advancements in scientific discovery should be 
the last to take advantage of them. This is with 
regard to the use, or rather non-use of light in 
our churches. Many a church is poorly lighted 
because it is inconvenient for the janitor to get 
at the light fixtures. Not all church custodians 
have considered which lamps are of correct 
voltage to their particular church interior. Since 
cheapness is often the first consideration with 
regard to church interior furnishing one often 
finds lamps of poor quality being used. Yet one 
can find consolation in the fact that some pro- 
gress has been made since Ruskin inveighed 
against “the dim religious light” prevailing in 
the churches of his time. 

Light, rich and plentiful, enables us to see 
each other. It is by that much a socializing 
power. More than this, however, rightly dis- 
tributed, it can become the minister to beauty 
and loveliness. It is high time that churches 
came into consciousness of the esthetic possibili- 
ties of light. Light is for something more than 
usefulness; it is for joy and loveliness and 
radiance. 

It is the same number of lights that are 
switched on with no change in volume Sunday 
after Sunday, save as some supposedly thrifty 
usher attends to the diminishing of the light 
through the sermon period. I have vivid recol- 
lections of churches in England where the 
churches went into twilight profound through 
the sermon. It was a curious experience which 
did not add to my Christianity. Yet the man- 
ager of our “Gas and Electric Company” told 
me yesterday that he saw good use of light dis- 
tribution in the Fourth Presbyterian Church in 
Chicago. There, as the people assemble, the 
auditorium is well lighted, but as the service 
begins the light is diminished. The time has 
passed for the people to look at each other. 
When the sermon begins, the preacher stands in 
a light-emphasized area. A simple thing yet one 
can see how readily this is an aid to attention. 
In the presentation of plays many churches, 
borrowing from the theater, now use the spot- 
light for the characters on the stage. Beyond 
this many churches never go. I suggest they 
might. The time is coming when light will be 
wedded to music. 

There is to be a church wedding. What some- 
times happens? The church interior is made 
beautiful through an arrangement of flowers 
which adds color and the sense of joy to the 
church interior. The organ plays joyously. What 
more can be done? Light can be wedded to the 


music. As the organ plays to add to the joy of. 
the occasion, so light—color—can also be made 
to play its part. Or suppose it is a funeral in 
the church. What a rich possibility is here. If 
you have ever heard the “Dead March” from 
Saul played at a funeral, you have noted how 
the arrangement of increasing sound is made 
into a parable of victory. Why not ally light in 
the same measure to sound? Such a service 
would begin in a twilighted church, suggestive 
of the shadowed valley of death. Gradually yet 
unostentiously the light would increase as once 
again the minister re-emphasized that our Lord 
brings “immortality and life to light.” 

It is not hard to see how, at the great festivals 
of the church, light can be made the minister 
of esthetics. This is often done. But carry this 
thought into the ordinary services of the church. 
Why take it for granted that one should sit in 
the same color environment year in and year 
out. Sunday by Sunday, according to the need, 
the ministry of light—color—might well be ar- 
ranged to deepen the mood desired by the 
preacher. Sometimes it would be the varying 
intensities of white light alone; at other times, 
that of colored light. Someone once asked G. K. 
Chesterton what he thought of the lights of 
Broadway. He at once replied: “It is wonderful 
provided one cannot read.” The ‘world’ has seen 
the rich possibilities of light manipulation. But 
the church still sits on not using the potency 
of light in the ministry of loveliness. Protes- 
tantism has thought to impart religion through 
argument. It has yet to learn to impart it 
through art. Religion is for loveliness as well as 
loyalty. Let it therefore begin at the House of 
God. With many churches the semi-lighted in- 
teriors suggest a half-funeral, most of the time. 
The mood engendered is that solemnity is syn- 
onymous with spirituality. A curious commen- 
tary on the religion of Him who came to be the 
Lord of Life. 

Will this not make our churches theatrical? 
In unskilled hands, possibly. Art calls for tech-’ 
nique and training. We need to give thought to 
these matters. Then will our color schemes in 
the churches be as varied and as lovely and as 
changing as the color schemes of God’s uni- 
verse. God is the great artist in color. Let us 
learn of Him. Then will our church services 
become radiant with the joy-giving and beauty- 
revealing ministry of light. In the fine words of 
Bragdon, light will become a language. “Light, 
then, as color and as form, both subject to 
mobility, that is, undergoing ordered, sequential, 
rhythmic transformations, might constitute the 
art form of the future.” 
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WHY MEN REJECT JESUS 


By the REV. CHARLES F. BANNING, D. D. 


al F GOD is good, if Christ has the answer 
to our problems, and if when we pray some- 
one does hear and answer, then why do men 
not follow that path? Why do men reject 
Jesus?” It is a good question. 


I 


For answer let us go first to Nazareth. Luke 
tells us that Jesus was in his own home town. 
His reputation had spread abroad. People had 
heard of his great deeds. On the Sabbath he 
attended the Synagogue and they invited him 
to read the lesson and to speak. His message 
was revolutionary. It shocked them. After the 
service they all crowded round Him. Why? To 
congratulate Him? No. To ask questions? No. 
They led him out of the village to put Him to 
death. They were going to throw Him over a 
cliff. Why? Because He broke tradition. That was 
not the prescribed way to talk in the Syna- 
gogue. If they let that fellow go on what would 
happen to all their sacred customs and tradi- 
tions? 

Custom and tradition hinder the progress of 
the Kingdom of Christ. Some act has been prac- 
ticed so long it has become sacred. 

The wearing of wigs by Bishops, the marriage 
of the clergy, the use of musical instruments, 
the paying of ministers, baptism for those who 
are dead, the quantity of water used in bap- 
tism, women wearing hats in church, open com- 
munion, are all instances of customs that be- 
came sacred through usage. They are examples 
where men quarreled and forgot the will of 
Christ in their desire to protect a sacred cus- 
tom. 

Way back when Knighthood was in flower 
when a knight saw a stranger coming he pulled 
his horse over to the left of the road in order 
to have his right arm with which he clutched 
his sword or lance next to the stranger ready 
for battle. Gone are the knights and the lances, 
but all London cabs and cars still pull to the 
left when they meet a stranger. Gone is slavery 
but Northern and Southern Baptists still re- 
main separate. The old beliefs, the old customs 
became habitual, and then they became sacred, 
and if someone raises a question we resent it. 
We who bear the name of Christian ought to 
remember that our Christ was a breaker of tra- 
dition. He it was who said, “Ye have heard—but 
I say unto you.” We have forgotten and we 
hold our traditions while the Kingdom of God 
waits. One reason why men reject Jesus today— 
tradition stands in the way. 


Il 


Two men badly afflicted with some form of 
insanity ran out to meet Jesus. You remember 
the story which follows of the herd of swine 
which ran over the cliff and perished in the 
sea. The owners of that herd of swine came 
and seeing the loss of the swine they urgently 
requested Jesus to move on and leave the coun- 
try They thought more of their flock of swine 


than of their two fellow-citizens who had been 
helped by the Master. f 

Jesus cares what happens to men not swine or 
machinery. The great difference between the 
philosophy of Carl Marx, the great Prophet 
of Communism, and the philosophy of Jesus is 
at this point. Marx says it is material advance- 
ments and progress that counts. His values are 
all material. Jesus says it is men that count. It 
is character that is the spiritual value. Com- 
munism rejects Christ because of His scale of 
values. Jesus puts men first. Communism puts 
machinery and material progress first. 

A few years ago we had an Inter-Church 
World Movement in this country. We all said, 
“Let’s pool our resources and accomplish some- 
thing for Christ.” Rich men said, “Now we are 
getting somewhere. Now the church is adopting 
business principles.” Then this new organiza- 
tion began to dig up some facts. They began to 
discover that some of the crime-breeding slums, 
some of the houses of prostitution were owned 
by leading men of the city. In the Steel indus- 
try they found that men were working twelve 
hours a day. In the mines and Cotton Mills they 
found children at work under dreadful condi- 
tions. The rich men withdrew from this new 
organization and made it go bankrupt. Why? 
Because it hit property interests. Here was a 
movement which in the past fifteen years would 
have been of great help to the church in some 
of our social and religious problems. It was re- 
jected because it dared to put personality above 
property. Our drove of pigs were evidently worth 
more than our fellow-citizens so we ask the 
Master to move on. 


iil 


Read the story in the ninth chapter of Luke 
where Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. He 
sent some of His Disciples ahead to seek a lodg- 
ing place for the party over night. They came 
to a Samaritan village. Now there was about as 
much brotherly love between Jews and Samari- 
tans as there is between the followers of Adolph 
Hitler, and the Jews of our day. Of course the 
Samaritans had heard of Jesus and they asked 
these Disciples where the Master was. The dis- 
ciples informed them that Jesus was on His 
way to Jerusalem to the feast of the Passover. 
The Samaritans politely informed them “Don’t 
let us hinder Him. Just let Him hurry along to 
His chosen people.’ The Samaritans refused 
Jesus a night’s lodging. They rejected Him. 
He was a Jew going to the Jew’s Holy City to 
celebrate a Jewish Holiday. Away with Him. 

It always seems rather amusing to me that 
in the name of Jesus Christ the church of 
Jesus Christ should bar His fellow-country- 
men and persecute them. Jesus would be in- 
eligible to own land in Germany today because 
He was a Jew. Jesus could not enter the United 
States today because He was an Oriental and 
our Exclusion Act bars Him. Jesus would not 
be too welcome in most American circles today 
because His skin was rather dark. We like the 
lighter shades when it comes to skin and dis- 
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trust and shun people with a dark skin. “In as 
much as Ye did it unto one of the least of 
these” said Jesus “ye have done it unto me.” 


IV 


Another reason why people reject Jesus is 
just plain ignorance. The story is told of a group 
of men meeting at a Bible Class. Someone ask- 
ed the question, “How far is it in miles from 
Dan to Beersheba?” Before the answer could 
be given someone asked another question, “Do 
I understand that Dan and Beersheba are the 
names of places in Palestine?” “Yes,” came the 
answer. “Well, that’s a new one on me. I al- 
ways thought they were husband and wife, like 
Sodom and Gomorrah.” 

A good many people, both inside and outside 
the church today, reject Jesus because they 
know so little about Him. He is almost an un- 
known quantity. Clarence Darrow is probably 
the most outstanding example of this. Darrow 
is attacking the church of fifty years ago. He 
does not know anything about the program of a 
modern church. He does not care to take the 
trouble to investigate. Those who reject Jesus 
should do so intelligently. They should be fair 
and know what they are rejecting. 


Vv 


One more reason why men reject Jesus. It is 
probably the cause of most rejection today. 
It is our easy life, our pleasure philosophy. Jesus 
makes demands and demands are very unpop- 
ular today. The next winter after Commander 
Byrd came back from Little America, one of his 
men had a series of colds all winter and was 
under the doctor’s care much of the time. There 
were no colds in Little America. It is too cold 
down there for germs. Life here was easy and 
comfortable and therefore not so conductive to 
vigorous health. Did you ever notice that men 
are sent to cold rough climates to regain their 
health? Victims of tuberculosis are sent to the 
Adirondacks and Canada, where the tempera- 
ture ranges from forty to sixty below and there 
are heavy snow storms. Our easy comfortable 
life makes acceptance of Jesus hard. 

In the story of the trial of Jesus there is an 
interesting story of Peter. Peter was cold. He 
came up to the fire built by those who were 
indifferent and hostile to Jesus, to get warm. 
Peter warmed himself. Peter got comfortable 
by the fire. Peter denied His Lord. When men 
are living a life of ease and comfort it is 
mighty hard to get them to take up a cross. It 
is hard to get a man who is standing by the 
fire warming himself to brave the blasts of pub- 
lic opinion. 

I was reading a book this week on Russia, 
written by a Russian Christian. Why has religion 
collapsed in Russia? Why has the government 
been so bitter toward religion? In other words 
why have men rejected Jesus in Russia? This 
man’s answer is revealing. The church in Rus- 
sia had surrounded itself with gorgeous external 
display. It drew close to the fires of prosperity. 
It warmed itself in the houses of those in pow- 
er. It required pomp, splendor, and wealth at 
the expense of inner righteousness. It forgot 
men and their needs. It rejected Christ. Peter 
stood by the fire, warmed himself, then he de- 
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nied Christ. Then he went out and wept bitter- 
ly. The church in Russia stood by the fire and 
warmed itself. Now Russia has rejected the 
church. What is the result? 

Last week our young people listened=to an 
address by Charles A. Wells on “Communism 
and its Challenge to Christian Young People.” 
He closed his address with this illustration. He 
said that fifteen years ago when you met a Rus- 
sian on the road and asked him “How are You,” 
he would shout out lustily “Very well, very well.” 


During the past fifteen years Russia has Tee ee 


ed Jesus and they put God out of their lives. 
Today you meet a Russian on the road and you 
ask him, “How are you this fine morning” and 
the answer comes back with a shrug of the 
shoulders, “What difference does it make?” 
There you have it. Peter went out and wept 
bitterly. Russia says now that we have denied 
Christ and put God out of our lives what differ- 
ence does it make how we are. 

We have not wholly escaped the temptation 
over here. We have warmed ourselves too. We 
placed the ring and the robe on the boy who 
has made a lot of money rather than on the boy 
who came humble and repentent asking for- 
giveness. We have accepted the pleasure philoso- 
phy as one of the rewards to be held out. Jesus 
said, “In this world you shall have tribulation,” 
but we have grown wise enough to find a way 
to overcome that. We have found a way to 
draw near to the fire and protect ourselves from 
the cold. For many many years we stood at the 
fires of prosperity warming ourselves and as a 
result in India and China thoughtful men are 
saying to our missionaries, ‘We like your Christ. 
The world has never produced His equal. Truly 
He has the words of Eternal Life. But we want 
nothing to do with your church.” 

Peter warmed himself. 

Now there remains a personal question. In 
Nazareth they rejected Him because of tradi- 
tion and custom. The Gadareanes thought more 
of pigs than of men and placed profits 
above personality. The Samaritans had no use 
for Him because of race prejudice. Many peo- 
ple have rejected Him through i e. In 
Russia they have rejected Him because the 
church failed Him. How about you? Are you 
counting the cost and letting the loss of a drove 
of swine or stock on the stock market or real 
estate rob you of his wealth. It is easy to con- 
demn Russians, Samaritans, and Gadareanes 
and to be guilty of the same sm. It is easy to 
see Peter’s fault even while we are warming 
ourselves at the same fire. 

When Stanley Baldwin, became Prime Minis- 
ter of England and moved into the Prime Min- 
ister’s residence Mrs. Baldwin discovered a bad- 
ly worn carpet in the Reception room. She im- 
mediately complained and a committee was sent 
to put down a new carpet. When they tore up 
that old rag carpet they discovered under it a 
beauti rsian rug. The old carpet had just 
covered over this rug and man had forgotten 
that it was there. 

Many of us have covered the abundant life 
with a cheap philosophy of life, of ease, and of 
gain. Now we find that it is Jesus who has what 
we have been longing for all our lives—self- 
expression, security, happiness, freedom, peace. 


he lee Ce. 


The Sermon Derby 


HANK the Lord human souls are not de- 
pendent upon “prize sermons” for their 
salvation. 

Submitting sermons for a cash prize reeks 
somewhat of the horse-race, which is at 
least what it purports to be. The “sermon 
derby” is something else again when the 
race-track owner emphasizes, “No sermon 
manuscripts will be returned.” He will pay 
for one but keep all, and for a reason. 


Groom your homiletic steed well, you 
racers of sermons. Give him good work-outs, 
good rub-downs. Enter him in the race. 
Why? To see him in the beauty of action? 
To delight in his sweep toward the goal? 
To train his muscles over against the next 
race? To strengthen his self-control? 


Hardly. You enter him, sights-unseen, to 
run against a field of sights-unseen and to 
win the grand prize. For him? No, for you. 
To make personal gain at the expense of 
others, many of whom, by their untiring 
labors, merit the prize more than you, who 
may win chiefly because of the naturally 
easy and efficient gait of your entry. 


Aye! That is why we race, in the hope of 
gain, or preferment out of a field of such 
diversity as would force horse-racing into 
the limbo of non-sporting and therefore 
forgotten games. There must be at least 
some suggestion of equality among racers 
before the winner merits the laurels, be- 
fore the purse is worth striving for. Why 
race with a cripple or wrestle with a 
champion? 

If we worked as hard and were as con- 
cerned for the results of our sermons, 
where souls were the goal and God the 
Judge, the Expositor would be inclined to 
urge more “sermon contests.” But when 
such an affair means nothing more than 
the cheapest method of securing the most 
sermons, where quantities are desired, it 
becomes a purely commercial proposition, 


lacking the true elements essential to a 
contest. 


Where there is no intent to strengthen 
the sermon quality, as a whole, or benefit 
the sermonizer, where the sole inducement 
to sermonization is the cash prize, where 
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one alone out of possible hundreds receives 
award and that regardless of honest effort, 
the spectacle becomes a sorry one. 

The cloister is no place for homiletical 


horse racing. Qo 


Chronometer Checking 


EAR Melbourne stands a_ bluestone 

tower topped by a pole upon which a 

time-ball once moved, Victoria’s first 
astronomical observatory. 

Slowly the ball climbed to the top of the 
pole and precisely at one o’clock each day, 
it dropped to the foot of the pole furnishing 
an accurate check for the chronometers of 
shippers in the bay. 

The steps of modern progress sounded 
thereabouts. Civilization was making great 
strides. Our current token of advanced civi- 
lization, The Gellibrand Battery, intent 
upon efficient manipulation of her guns, 
practiced religiously in the vicinity of the 
old bluestone tower. 

Then it was that scientists discovered 
that the vibrations caused by the practice 
cannonading sufficed to interfere with the 
accurate drop of the time ball. The chrono- 
meters on the bay, appearing in these 
times, of less import than the cannons on 
the bay, and rather than give uncertain 
time reports to the mariners, the ball made 
one final drop along the pole and lies in- 
active. 

Time leads us toward eternity. As we near 
the limit of our time we do well to cease 
firing our destructive batteries of so called 
modern progress and give the time ball an- 
other chance. The correct check of spiritual 
chronometers is of vastly more import than 
the booming of our big guns, whether de- 


fensive or offensive. QQ 


‘Inexpensive Experiments”’ 


4 LL we like sheep”’—we sometimes 
think of spiritual values in the terms 
of dollars and cents. With everything 

placed upon so low a standard, it is not to 

be surprised, then, when that which is be- 
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yond price, beyond value, is dragged low. 
Neither is it to be condoned. 

He says in his letter, after a submitted 
sermon of his was used by the Expositor, 
“It was not an attempt to contribute to the 
general ministry so much as a little, inex- 
pensive experiment.” 

If a sermon be anything at all it is a dis- 
course presented for the single purpose of 
religious instruction and admonition. The 
preaching of a sermon, whether it be from 
your own home-pulpit to your own people 
or to that vastly greater congregation who 
listen monthly to the Expositor sermons in 
almost four dozen nations of the world, 
should be a rather serious matter, serious to 
the point at least of being considered by its 
preacher as more than an “inexpensive ex- 
veriment.”’ 

Souls are to be fed, not trifled with nor 
experimented upon. Unless one present his 
sermon, whether audibly or upon a page of 
type, with more noble purpose, more worthy 
purpose than mere experimentation, of any 
nature, he had better not preach. A sermon 
meriting the name is the amplification of 
the words of one Jesus of Nazareth, its con- 
tent the reaffirmation of His eternal truths. 
Can we experiment here and play with 
such, say nothing of admitting of no high- 
er motive than experimentation? 

Think of the Expositor as your own pul- 
pit. When you feel you have a message you 
wish broadcast to the far corners of the 
earth, you know the Expositor is happy to 
serve as your mouthpiece and your resound- 
ing board, but as we recall our ordination 
vows let neither you nor I think of preach- 
ing the eternal Word as an “inexpensive 
experiment.” 

When we think of it as such, it is then, 
my brother, when it is likely to prove most 


dear. Qe 


On Preaching Christ 


HE fact that the steering knuckle broke 

leaving the wheel spinning uselessly in 

his hands and the speeding car wholly 
undirected in its course, should have some- 
what to do with the final placing of blame 
for the ensuing and inevitable crash, for 
no one can control a car robbed of its 
steerability. 

I am frequently impressed with the com- 
paratively light casualty list following the 
driving of homiletical conveyances which 
are largely permitted to steer their own 
course. Probably the deep worn ruts of years 
digging, have tended to keep the car on 
the road in spite of the driver having no 
} control over it. 

That preacher is the wise one, who lays 
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out from year to year, a very specific pro- 
gram of texts and themes, for his sermons, 
which cover every essential of the Way of 
Salvation and the Life of the Lord, for it 
is only through such a plan that his may 
be an accumulated purpose toward which 
all his preaching tends, directly, intelli- 
gently. 

There is an increasing and meritorous 
interest in preaching on the so-called 
Church Year Texts. Quite contrary to com- 
mon fallacy, there is no fast and binding 
law that one must preach on this text or 
that text on any given Sunday and that 
therefore the preacher is subject to such a 
list of texts rather than that the texts are 
subject to him. Whatever may be said 
against the Pericope texts or anything of 
that nature, this one supreme fact remains. 
Such a program whether one already used 
in countless churches today or one which 
you may develop for your own use, will not 
permit a pastor to ignore a single funda- 
mental of the faith but will rather guide 
his sermonizing so that when the year is 
completed, he will have preached the Gos- 
pel, which even today, surprising though 
the idea may be, remains the Way of Sal- 
vation. 

Whether you are driving the parish car 
or the parish sermon, have a pretty fair 
idea of where you are going. If you don’t 
know exactly where you are headed, homi- 
letically, don’t blame your parish members 
if they too are in doubt as to your final 
destination and hence take to their heels to 
avoid the impending crash. Qn 


The Wild Mule 


HE Mule was wild. It was useless to deny 

that fact. That unforgettable morning 

when the boys, drenched in the down- 
pour, sang as they blind-folded her and 
worked away unconcernedly about her 
flashing heels and snapping teeth, left small 
room to doubt her possession of various 
and sundry equine devils. 

That she fought, every time there was 
work for her to do, that she would dash, 
though still blindfolded, whenever her pack 
was set and the ropes loosened, and keep 
on running until she went down or ran into 
a fence or wall, that her four small shoes, 
grouped, landed solidly on a fallen guide 
and that she had to be approached cau- 
tiously by several wranglers before she 
could be roped, seemed to indicate the fact 
that there was more risk than worth to her. 

Yet when the emergency arose which in- 
dicated a forty mile ride through a down- 
pour, in the dark of night and through 
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mountains still unblazed, the wild mule was 
selected as the one to make the trip and 
make it she did. a> yp 
Dark, in those hills is dark. It is impos- 
sible to see one’s hand before one’s face in 
such dark. To travel on foot is impossible 
in the dark. Yet in the woods as elsewhere, 
with rain and dark poured down around 
one, there is a way for him who would go. 
Wild though the mule was, Bob knew that 
she could go, with a certainty of foot and 
without losing direction, as no other animal 


FROM MY 


They pick up the chips we knock off and find 
them rough. They do not look at the revealed 
figure upon which our hands are working. 

The prayers of man have become either un- 
expectant or satisfied with petty inadequacies. 

Sleeping too late, or lost in the folds of the 
Sunday paper, we do sometimes arrive at church 
physically breathless; but we are not spiritually 
breathless. 

“Tord teach us to pray.” They were dissatis- 
fied with their own experience when they saw in 
contrast what it did for Him. I wish we were 
—dissatisfied. 

Often all we mean by God in our most intel- 
ligent and inspired moments is as flat of feeling 
as a telephone girl’s “Excuse it, please.” 

Prayer has become a fixed habit of action, as 
unchangeable as a man’s dress suit. 

We Christians laugh at prayer wheels. We 
Protestants smile pityingly at Catholic beads. 
Laugh at yourself. We are the joke. 

If only men had a tense choking sensation 
as they think of prayer! It makes me tremble to 
think you may not catch it. 

But there is a dwelling place for the spirit of 
man where all the words he uses take substance. 

All I tried to do was to get out of your minds 
the thought that prayer was a method of get- 
ting what you wanted from God. 

Men have carried over into all religious ob- 
servances the sense of the small boy watching 
the clock that he might run from piano prac- 
tice to football practice. 

God is not an awkward moment; a pious in- 
terruption in the work-a-day world; company 
manners and Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes. 

There are no guaranteed techniques or for- 
mulae by which God is known. You can teach 
people the motions, but not the emotions. 

Nor are we laid hold on by the spirit merely 
because we sit silently in the Meeting House 
copying our ancestors. 

The honesty of doing nothing is better than 
the dishonesty of doing, as a complacent form, 
that which means nothing. 

He is interested neither in the regularity nor 
the frequency of our saying of prayers to Him, 
but in the growth of our understanding and 
willingness to cooperate with Him. 

To pray once a day may be the best period- 
of-attention, but the object of prayer is not to 
observe a tradition, it is to see God. 


of his could. Wild though she was he knew 
that once settled in the saddle he could 
ride her. And right there are the two vital 
elements in progress through a dark wilder- 
ness of pine or sin alike. 

With confidence in yourself and your abil- 
ity to ride plus confidence in your means 
of travel, wild though it may seem to others, 
you will come through the night. MQ 


READING 


To talk to God as if you were an old phon- 
graph record with a grove worn in it:... would 
pall on any intelligent being after a while, no 
matter how pretty the tune. 

When I was a small boy with a radish garden 
I had to learn by bitter experience that radish 
seeds dug up to see how they are getting along, 
didn’t. 

No religion which cannot be made to live in 
the burning of the noontime heat and the bur- 
den of the day is worthy of our allegiance. 

A vivid sense of one’s self as a son of God 
interferes greatly with a self-centered life. 

Words mean worse than nothing to a gener- 
ation which has not made the ideas which the 
words represent, its own. 

No one can tell when that shadow will become 
his momentary reality; when life will crush him 
back so that his shadow and his body are one. 

A God, worthy of being called by Jesus, 
“Father,” is not concerned with words except 
as the outward expression of an inward feeling. 

Often it is gruesome as you watch the gross- 
ness of low desire ooze up around the glory and 
the freshness of a dream and suck it down into 
the mire of self-concern. 

Love is so big that it does not matter what 
you do, you cannot get beyond its circle. 

Life is worth nothing if it can be preserved 
only by external compulsion. 

We are tramps in the spiritual world, eating 
but not working unless we have to. 

When through the eyes of Jesus we have 
seen God, self-preservation becomes an instinct 
of animals, not a law of human beings with the 
spark of the divine. 

How simple to put soft putty into the cracks 
of their fears and let the foundations alone. 

The important things is not how you reached 
the heights but whether you know you are there 
and what you see from where you are. 

I am afraid for you when you feel you must 
prove God before you live His way. 

_ How can you talk about believing in that 
ideal when this is what man is? Be realistic. 

And men cannot put a few cents a week and 
a pious wish into the machinery for the spir- 
itual cultivation of a whole city-full of human 
nature and expect good people to grow. 

We have often made the church the pretense 
of motion like a Six-Day Bicycle Race. 

—From the Commonplace Prodigal by Allan 
Knight Chalmers, Henry Holt & Co., publishers. 
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Children’s Day—Baccalaureate—Commencement—V acation Schools 


Father s Day—June Week of Prayer—Sunday School Picnics 


HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAM 


Decide definitely upon the following points at 
your Teachers’ Meeting: 

1. The hour. If your Sunday School hour is at 
9:30 A.M. that may prove to be the desirable 
time for the program. Many churches choose 
the afternoon of Children’s Day, so the pro- 
gram will not interfere with the regular 
morning service. 

2. The time limit. Children should not be ex- 
pected to sit still for long periods of time, and 
many of them grow weary before the open- 
ing of the program. It is well to set a definite 
time limit during which the whole program 
should be completed. If the committee de- 
cides upon an hour, each division in the 
Sunday School should be allotted a portion 
of that hour, and the leader of the division 
should make program selections to fit into 
that schedule. The superintendent should at- 
tend at least one full rehearsal of the pro- 
gram, to make sure that each division under- 
stands the schedule. 

3. Advertise the purpose. Provide news items to 
the local paper regarding the real purpose of 
the Children’s Day program; send letters to 
church members, and repeat your message in 
the weekly bulletins for several weeks. 

4. The attendance goal. Let each teacher under- 
stand how many children and grown people 
are expected in attendance, and each division 
should be organized to work toward that goal. 
New names should be solicited from the 
children. 

5. The offering. Announce the aim and purpose 
of the offering some weeks ahead. Seek the 
glad co-operation of every member of the 
S. S. as well as the membership in reserving 
money for this special offering. You can se- 
cure special envelopes for this purpose at a 
nominal price from a number of sources. 
Some organization in the church should un- 
dertake to purchase these envelopes several 
weeks ahead; they should be distributed as 
early as possible, a record kept of those dis- 
tributed and returned which should be pub- 
lished on a special poster or chart. 

6. Decoration. Flowers are essential for this 
service. Encourage the children to solicit for 
flowers, print invitations for floral offerings 
in the weekly bulletin. Flowers are usually 


distributed to shut-ins, hospitals, orphanages, 
after the service. Many churches are encour- 
aging children to bring birds in cages. If 
this is done, care must be exercised so that 
birds will not be in drafts. 


BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 

In churches where infant or child baptism is 
a part of the Children’s Day program, special 
mention should be made of the children and 
parents, both in news items and membership 
letters. Many pastors find it of interest to print 
in full the text of the service, because there are 
many members who never hear it, and would 
not take occasion to read the service in any 
other manner. It is wise to make this part of 
the service a special feature after the close of 
the regular program, because it is difficult to 
keep young children quiet during a long pro- 
gram. 


PRINTED PROGRAMS 

Your denominational house will have made 
provision for special programs at a nominal price. 
Sample copies of programs may be secured for 
8c each from Meigs Publishing Company, Stock- 
ton Press, Goodenough and Woglom, Standard 
Publishing Company, Wm. H. Dietz, Cokesbury 
Press. If these do not meet your needs, we can 
supply the names of others to whom you may 
write. 


THE PURPOSE OF CHILDREN’S DAY 

Children’s Day occupies a unique place in the 
calendar of the church school. It is the day for 
our children of the world. Often we forget the 
original purpose of Children’s Day and endea- 
vor to show off the children for the entertain- 
ment of the adults. 

Children’s Day is a day of education, appre- 
ciation and expression: Education to acquaint 
them with the children of the world; apprecia- 
tion to reveal to them the rich heritage and 
fellowship awaiting them in adulthood as they 
become acquainted with these people of many 
races; expression so that they may be willing 
to share with them their life and goods.—The 
Winfield Christian. 
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ADVERTISING SUGGESTION 


INCREASED 
appreciation 

of the CHURCH 
and SUNDAY SCHOOL 
waits upon 
increased 
understanding 

of their 

services 

to the 
INDIVIDUAL, 
the HOME, 

the COMMUNITY 
and the NATION. 


ARRANGE 
now to attend 
services 
regularly 

and to make 
sure your 
CHILDREN 
receive the 
vital messages 
designed to 
assist you 

in building 
Christian 
Character. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 

Children’s Day is one of the most commonly 
observed of all the “days” of the church calen- 
dar. And well it may be. It emphasizes the im- 
portance of child life. A great scientific man, 
who has devoted his life to the study of child- 
hood and the advancement of the human race, 
declares that the only way any generation has of 
making itself immortal is by “passing on the 
lamp of life’ through its children. If one is 
working for the good of the future of the race, 
he can make his best contribution through 
careful work with boys and girls. 

So Children’s Day is an opportunity for the 
Church. It can be made both helpful and joy- 
ous. It emphasizes the great work of the Bible 
school. 

The main idea in Children’s Day, however, is 
not so much to do something for the boys and 
girls, but to encourage them to do something 
for themselves and for the Church. It is to 
secure their co-operation in Christian service, to 
line them up definitely in the work of the King- 
dom, to show them that they have a place in 
the great world enterprise. This is the aim of 
Children’s Day.—Rev. D. W. McQuiston, Spo- 
kane, Wash. 


GOLDEN WEDDING CEREMONY 


The following announcement in the advance 
bulletin from Lake-Side-on-Lake-Erie contains 


an excellent suggestion for a community service 
in June. Churches have learned to co-operate 
in their summer programs, and a community 
project of this nature will permit the attend- 
ance of many who would not attend such a 
service if fostered by any one denomination. 
The “Oldest Couple’ may be chosen as the 
Honor Guests for the service. Every family in 
the community will enter into the spirit of such 
a program, because of their interest in family 
and community matters. 

“An unusual and interesting feature of 
the coming season will be the Golden 
Wedding Ceremony and Old Timers’ rec- 
ognition planned for the evening of Au- 
gust 13. For this occasion any couple 
married fifty years or more is invited to 
come to Lakeside as guests of The Lake- 
side Association. Free admission to the 
grounds will be given to all such couples 
and they will be entertained for dinner 
at Hotel Lakeside. 

“The wedding ceremony will be held in 
Central Auditorium at 8:00 P.M. with all 
the participating couples on the platform. 
On the platform also will be seated per- 
sons who came to Lakeside fifty or more 
years ago. Bishop William F. McDowell, 
of Washington, D. C., will speak at the 
close of the wedding ceremony. 

“In order that the proper plans may be 
made The Lakeside Association will ap- 
preciate information in advance from all 
those who plan to attend on this occa- 
sion. We will be glad, also, to learn of 
any persons connected with the founding 
of the institution and they, also, will be 
invited as our guests. If any couples can 
wear their wedding costumes, or costumes 
of the period in which they were mar- 
ried, they are requested to do so. If they 
cannot be worn bring them with you for 
display.” 


BACCALAUREATE AND COMMENCEMENT 


Custom has decreed that churches have a defi- 
nite part in the graduation services in most 
communities. Those to whom the planning of 
the programs is entrusted should bear in mind 
that the services are for the purpose of com- 
memorating the launching of young lives upon 
a career of service, a life service for which they 
have been prepared at much labor, expense, and 
unselfish sacrifice. 

Every organization of the church in which the 
program is carried out should be enlisted, and 
every church in the community should be given 
an opportunity to aid in making the program 
one of inspirational value. Make it formal, but 
bear in mind that young people are critical of 
shams; wise leaders enlist the young people in 
formulating this particular feature, also, they 
allow the burden of the work to rest upon their 
shoulders. Young people long to spend them- 
selves on some cause or other, and this is par- 
ticularly true at the time of graduation when 
they have been saturated with the idea of 
“service.” 


Each issue of The Minister’s Annual has ex- 
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cellent Baccalaureate and Commencement ser- 
mon ideas, and the Baccalaureate Sermon, “The 
Gates of Jerusalem” in the May issue of The 
Expositor should be studied by every minister 
who received the distinction of being invited to 
address a graduating class. See the Sermon sec- 
tion in this issue. 
e 
ENTERTAIN THE GRADUATING CLASS 
Promote the idea of social entertainment in 
your parish rooms. This is the one simple 
method of keeping your young people loyal to 
the Church and its ideals. Young people crave 
activity, and most of them prefer to play in 
familiar places. If your leadership will accustom 
them to the use of the parish facilities, both the 
pastor and the parents will know where to find 
them. 
° 
PICNICS AND DEPRESSIONS 
Many indications point to the omission of the 
usual Parish, Choir, and Sunday School picnics 
because of the shortage of money in many com- 
munities. This attitude is a “mental depression” 
rather than a financial indication. People go 
about and they eat; they visit and they laugh, 
whether there is a shortage of money or not, 
and it costs no more to do these things in 
groups than as individuals or families. On the 
other hand, it does a great deal to raise the 
spiritual level of a membership. People who feel 
poor are poor. People who are given the oppor- 
tunity to sing, play and laugh in communion 
with others do not feel poor. When everyone is 
short of money, the topic becomes one of sport 
and the mental change is a healthy gain toward 
recovery. Some progressive community leaders 
plan a community or membership gathering on 
every Saturday afternoon during the summer 
months. Let us try such a plan in order to re- 
vive community spirit. Common adversity har- 
bours the root of uncommon courage and re- 
sourcefulness. 
3 
YOUR AFTERSELF 
A Message for All Youth 
Your first duty in life is toward your afterself. 
So live that the man you ought to be may, in 
his time, be possible, be actual. Far away in the 
years he is waiting his turn. His body, brain, and 
soul, are in your boyish hands. What will you 
leave for him? Will it be a brain unspoiled by 
lust or dissipation; a mind trained to think and 
act; a nervous system true as a dial in its 
response to the truth about you? Will you. boy, 
let him come as a man among men in his time? 
Or will you throw away his inheritance before 
he has had the chance to touch it? Will you 
turn over to him a brain distorted, a mind dis- 
eased, a will untrained to action, a spinal cord 
grown thru and thru with “the devil-grass, wild 
oats”? Will you let him come and take your 
place, gaining thru your experience, happy in 
your friendships, hallowed thru your Joys, build- 
ing on them his own? Or will you fling it all 
away, decreeing, wanton-like, that the man you 
might have been shall never be? ‘This is your 
problem in life—the problem which is vastly 
more to you than any or all others. How will 
you meet it, as a man or as a fool? It comes 
pefore you today and every day, and the hour of 
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your choice is the crisis in your destiny.—David 
Starr Jordan. 
e 
FATHER’S DAY 
Many church bulletins indicate the increasing 
popularity of a definite “Father’s Day” program. 
Where such programs are made up of inspira- 
tional material, the plan is a distinct success. 
Some ministers make the mistake of offering 
sentimental programs, on the order of many 
“Mother’s Day” programs. It is only human for 
men as well as women to respond to a fair de- 
gree of expression of public approval, but a man 
or woman of real character accepts the respon- 
sibilities and opportunities of life as a gift from 
God, and what is needed is an awakening of the 
soul to greater heights. We suggest that you 
secure a copy of Allan Knight Chalmers’ new 
book, “The Commonplace Prodigal” published in 
April by Henry Holt and Company. You can 
secure the book at your local library or at your 
book store. The chapter on “Creative Symbolism” 
will furnish food for thought to you as leader 
as well as the audience in attendance at your 
service on “Father’s Day.” The first article in 
this magazine is a chapter from Dr. Chalmers’ 
book. 
e 
THE VACATION SCHOOL 
A new volume, “The Vacation Church School’ 
by W. Dyer Blair, Director of Weekday and Va- 
cation Church Schools of Greater New York 
Federation of Churches, is available for your 
immediate use. The book was issued by Harpers, 
and may be had from your book store. We sug- 
gest, also, that you secure a copy of the National 
Education Journal for April 1934. On page 108 
you will find suggestions for summer projects 
of special interest to children. If you cannot 
secure a copy of the magazine at your library, 
ask your school principal. This volume also 
contains an article on “Educating Children for 
the New Deal,” well worth your time in reading. 
® 
THE VOLUNTEER CHOIR 
Every pastor is interested in developing mu- 
sical talent for church services. You will find an 
article in the May issue of the American Organ- 
ist on ‘Meeting Today’s Choir Problem” written 
by Frank Van Dusen. The article tells how one 
organist met the necessity of developing a volun- 
teer chorus without the aid of paid voices. Read 
the article if possible. 
e 
GOLD-DIGGING FOR TWO WEEKS 
The Christian Evangelist reports a “Gold- 
Digging” campaign in the Christian Church of 
Little Rock, Ark. The campaign for old gold was 
organized and directed by the women of the 
church, and every home in the congregation 
visited and solicited. At the end of the cam- 
paign, the “gold” was presented to the church 
during a special service. The pulpit and chancel 
were decorated, large lights were turned out and 
the Cross and gold crucible were lighted. A 
part of the service consisted in a review of the 
work of the women of the church, and while a 
small girl dressed in white knelt at the cross, 
the members of the congregation marched down 
the center aisle and deposited offerings in the 
crucible. 


THE EXPOSITOR 


June, 1934 


Page 404 


THE FAMILY TREE OF THE 
LOCAL CHURCH * 

A novel manner of announcing the additions 
of new members to the church role is used by 
the Hyde Park Community Church, Cincinnati. 
The bulletin announces 

“The family Tree of our Church gets an- 
other name hung upon it, this time that 
of Mr. and Mrs. ......-+-++:- as : 

The announcement has a “homey” ring to it, 
and would tend to make new members feel a 
part of the church family. 


e 

THE MILLION DOLLAR MEETING 

The Men’s group of a Baptist Church in one 
of our central states announces a meeting at 
which each man will give a statement on “If I 
had a Million Dollars.” The statement must be 
based on serious consideration of the topic. The 
title is most timely when so many people are 
questioning the unequal distribution of worldly 
possessions. The topic will provide some serious 
reflection for the man who possesses wealth, 
but more to the man who thinks he would do 
so much more with it than present possessors 
are accomplishing. Such a meeting may evolve 
ideas for social betterment. The pastor should 
close such a meeting with a statement on the 
value of physical wealth in comparison to char- 
acter, love of fellowmen, and spiritual develop- 
ment. 


e 
THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

Rev. Elliott Field, Springfield Gardens, New 
York, writes, “The Expositor has been my faith- 
ful guide and helper, lo, these many years.” 

In answer to Dr. Field’s gracious letter, we 
desire to quote from F. Frederic Berg’s state- 
ment on “Life Is Great Only In Its Responses.” 
Mr. Berg says, “Several of our Lord’s parables 
are directed to showing how the value of life 
and anything in it is according to our response. 
There is the parable of the talents, a sample of 
varying lines of conduct to show how the prin- 
ciple works. The two and the five talent man 
each give an appropriate response to the indis- 
putable claims of stewardship. It is the one- 
talent man who, refusing to invest his little, 
fails to become a factor in the world’s work. 
Life is great only in its responses, never in its 
refusals; or, take the parable of the sower, the 
seed is the gospel and the four kinds of soil are 
the human heart in its varying degrees of re- 
ceptivity. As is the response, so is the harvest. 
What we bring to the truth in the way of ac- 
ceptance determines what we get out of it in 
the form of power and blessing.” 


e 

“A minister is old only when he allows his 
mind to become a mausoleum for the storage 
of dead ideas.” 

e 
A JUNE “WEEK OF PRAYER” 

The Rev. Raymond J. Fleming, Superior, Wis- 
consin, offers you a detailed program for a week 
of prayer in June. He writes, “I appreciate 
deeply the suggestions on methods and program 
for my Church activities which other ministers 
provide for me. I have used this program for 
three years, each year with increasing interest 
and response on the part of my people. 


The Monday night meetings are grouped ac- 
cording to organizations, in order to insure good 
attendance on the first night. The next three 
nights are according to geographical location in 
the city. The climax service is held at the church 
with the pastor as leader. At this meeting all 
organization members sit with their organiza- 
tions as at the first meeting. 

Monday: In the Crowded Way (Our Activities) 
“I do always those things which please Him.” 
John 8:29. 

Tuesday: In the Wilderness (Our Temptations) 
‘He was tempted in all points like as we are, 
yet without sin.” Heb. 4:15; Matt. 4:1-11. 

Wednesday: In Our Homes (Our Fellowships) 
“As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Josh. 24:15. 

Thursday: In Our Church (Our Devotions) 
“Christ loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it.” Eph. 5:25. 

Friday: In the Shadow of the Cross (Our Loy- 
alty) “Having loved his own, He loved them 
unto the end.” John 13:1. 

e 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE 1934 
GRADUATION PROGRAM 


A Special Commencement Packet prepared by 
the Division of Publications of the National 
Education Association is proving to be an ex- 
cellent if not a “best” seller. It is distributed at 
the cost price of 50c. The demand indicates that 
thousands of schools intend to make the gradu- 
ation season count in interpreting the schools 
to the people. The packet contains summaries 
of twenty-five of the best 1933 programs, the 
actual test of one outstanding junior highschool 
program and one excellent senior highschool 
program, as well as timely articles, references, 
and other valuable materials. Order yours today 
from the Division of Publications, NEA, 1201 
16th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. Cash must 
accompany all orders for $1 or less. 

e 
SEVEN WAYS OF GIVING 


1. The Careless Way—To give something to 
every cause that is presented without inquiring 
into its merits. 

2. The Impulsive Way—To give from impulse 
—as much and as often as love and pity and 
sensibility prompt. 

3. The Lazy Way—To make a special offer to 
earn money for benevolent objects by fairs, fes- 
tivals, etc. 

4. The Self-Denying Way—To save cost of 
luxuries and apply them to purposes of religion 
and charity! This may lead to asceticism and 
self-complaisance. 

5: The Systematic Way—To lay aside as an 
offering to God a definite portion of our gains 
—one-tenth, one-fifth, one-third, or one-half. 
This is adapted to all, whether rich or poor, and 
ee would be largely increased were it prac- 
iced. 

6. The Equal Way—To give to God and the 
needy just as much as we spend ourselves, bal- 
ancing our personal expenditures by our gifts. 

me The Heroic Way—To limit our own expen- 
ditures to a certain sum, and give away all the 
rest of our income. This was John Wesley’s way 

—A. T. Pierson. 
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WHAT THE MINISTER CAN DO IN resist heavy pressures of earth and water from 
RECOMMENDING A GRAVE VAULT above. Its seams and joints, if any, should be 
FOR THE BEREAVED FAMILY double welded so that it can truly guard its 


sacred content. It should be crumbleproof, as 
well as resistant. It should be made of metals 
best adapted to this service, such as pure iron, 
copper-steel, and pure copper. It should be 
rigidly braced and strongly constructed. One of 


Many families turn to the minister in time of 
need, looking to him for guidance in selecting 
the appropriate funeral equipment. Many a 
minister has hesitated to advise and recommend 
where he knew little of the protective qualities the leading manufacturers has molded such an 
of vaults offered by funeral directors. ideal grave vault with a great arch braced by 

The first quality of a grave vault is protec- pillars made from the same sheet of metal— 
tion for the casket and loved one which lies sides, top and ends are pressed by a gigantic 
within it. press to form a vault of both great strength and 

A minister should therefore suggest a grave great beauty, providing a vault at once durable 
vault made of rust-resisting impermeable metal. and attractive—a vault any pastor may safely 
It should be so constructed that water cannot recommend when he is looked to for such 
enter it. It should be well and sturdily built to service. 


¢ 

If your life is content it must be full of Do you realize your mistakes or realize on 
content. them? 

The nations public business is your private You cannot be at work and be at worry. 
business. The willing horse gets the heavy load and 

Your face is toward your destination. Whither the big muscles. 
bound? Doing no more than you are paid for means 

Dreams come true for you who wake and that you will never be paid for more than you 
hustle. do. 


To be your own conductor means you must 
pay your own way. 
Every man owes the world a living. 


The line of least resistance is a crooked line. 
Pray more and worry less. 


A working faith rather than a formal creed. Let a little sunshine out as well as in. 
Be ambitious to do well rather than be well The dead to sin are not dead in sin. 
to do. Sharpen your souls on the grind of life. 
What sort of an example do you give your The mud we throw, only, soils us. 
child? No spiritual banks have defaulted. 
Lack of time is lack of genius. There is time Losing confidence in yourself makes the vote 
enough for all. unanimous. 
@ 
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Pe LUST RAS eam 


By the REV. WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


The Child’s Mind. 


Prov. 25:11. “Like a golden apple laid on a silver 
network.” (Moffatt) . 


A school teacher in Scotland, a short time 
ago, put this question to a group of his children: 
“What are the loveliest things you know, per- 
sons not counted.” Some of the answers gave 
an insight into the fact that a child’s mind can 
and ought to be filled with what is more than 
ordinarily beautiful. Here is the list of one 
girl: The scrunch of dry leaves when you walk 
through them; the feel of clean clothes; cool 
wind on a hot day; climbing up hill and looking 
down; hot water bottle in bed. 

Here is the list of one of the boys: the feel of 
running; looking into deep clear water; the taste 
of strawberries; a swallow flying; water being 
cut at the bow of a boat; a mounted policeman’s 
horse; an express train rushing; a builder’s 
crane lifting something heavy; the feel of a 
dive; a thrush singing—Stanley High. 


Youth Had No Alibis. 


1 Cor. 9:25. “Every athlete practises 
restraint all round.” (Moffatt). 


Will Rogers, America’s clever humorist, who is 
also somewhat of a philosopher, and who is al- 
ways a keen observer, wrote from San Monica, 
California, August 15, 1932, as follows: 

“Just witnessed the closing of the most im- 
pressive and successful Olympic games ever 
held. Every part of our country either contrib- 
uted a runner, jumper or spectator. 

“Tt was the best managed and attended big 
affair you ever saw. Seeing or reading about the 
exploits of the youth of the whole world for the 
last few weeks has been a good thing for every- 
DOGYanee: 

“A politician will never see the day when he 
can lose with as good grace as these boys and 
girls did. Not an alibi among two thousand 
athletes.” 

That was surely a superb tribute to the young 
people of many nations who participated in 
these games on the Pacific coast. 


self- 


A Prayer That Was Answered. 


Psa. 34:11. “Come ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 


Describing his second visit to Australia and 
New Zealand in 1926, Gipsy Smith, the English 
evangelist, narrates this incident in “The Beauty 
of Jesus:” 

“Thirty-two years ago, a young widow with 
three small boys came to the meeting in the 
Lydiard Street Methodist Church, and there 
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gave her heart to Jesus. Though I had forgotten 
the incident, she came to me one day, during 
the Sydney mission and told me this lovely little 
story. As I was going out of the church she 
stood where she could shake hands with me. 
Her baby was in the perambulator. I paused a 
minute, and prayed ‘Lord, grant that these boys 
may grow up to be good men and a blessing to 
their dear mother, for Jesus’ sake, Amen.’ From 
that day she prayed and lived before the three 
of them so as to lead each one to Jesus. Today 
one of them is a Congregational minister in the 
city of Adelaide .. . Another son, a true Chris- 
tian man, went to the War as a lieutenant and 
returned a major. The oldest son is a minister 
in the Church of England, and has been doing 
some work in the Fiji Islands.” 


How To Stop Appeals For Gifts. 


A man, when asked by a friend how to keep 
so many people from asking him for gifts, re- 
plied, “Just stop giving, and folks will find you 
out and will soon learn to let you alone.” “What 
effect will that have on me?” “Well! As your 
bank account will grow big, your soul will grow 
small.” 


The Best Memorial. 


One built a house; time laid it in the dust; 
He wrote a book; its title now forgot; 
He ruled a city; but now his name is not 
On any tablet graven, or where rust 
Can gather from disuse, or marble bust. 


Another took a boy from wretched lot, 

Who on the state dishonor might have brought, 
And reared him to the Christian hope and trust. 
The boy, to manhood grown, became a light 
To many souls, preached for human need 

The wondrous love of the Omnipotent. 

When darkness deepens, every noble deed 

Lasts longer than a granite monument. 


Son Becomes Steward. 


Among the delegates to a Presbyterian Young 
People’s Conference was the son of a wealthy 
rancher living in Northern Colorado. The boy 
had never been to a conference before and 
greatly enjoyed every part of the program. As 
a result of his keen interest in the study of 
Stewardship, he enrolled as a Steward, promis- 
ing that one-tenth of all his money should be 
used in the Lord’s work. 

Since his return home the boy has kept his 
promise, and for the first time in its history 
the young people’s society of the little country 
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church to which he belongs has paid two- 
quarters of its missionary apportionment on 
time. 

The boy’s father is so delighted over his son’s 
carefully and neatly kept accounts that he has 
doubled his own subscription to the little church. 


e 
Children’s Day. 


St. Francis of Assissi was once engaged on an 
important task, and gave instructions to his 
assistants that in no wise was he to be disturbed; 
if any came seeking him they must be sent 
away. But after giving these strict orders he 
paused and said, “But if a child should come—” 
No task was as important as a seeking child. 
The plaint of the man that he had been living 
at the wrong time somehow strikes a discordant 
note. He said that when he was born, old age 
was revered and now that he had become old, 
children were receiving the attention of all. We 
wonder if as a child the grace of unselfishness 
may not have been neglected and that always 
he was looking to receive more than he gave. 
We all reverence old age, but we can never give 
too much regard and care to children.—The 
Flashlight, Spokane, Wash. 


The Marks of a Good College. 


It insists on sound training. It sets up a high 
standard of morals. It depends more on teachers 
than on laboratories. It prefers that students 
pay their fees, but is inflexible in requiring that 
they study their books. It is not anxious to 
graduate its students prematurely. It teaches 
as many valuable lessons outside the classrooms 
as in them. It encourages real revivals of re- 
ligion. It welcomes students who must work their 
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way through college. It spends as much money 
on its library as on its athletic field. It prefers 
quality to quantity in its enrollment. It believes 
that knowledge added to character will provide 
the ideal character.—St. Louis Advocate. 


“Good luck is only another name for tenacity 
of purpose.”—Emerson. 


“To hold the theory that people have been 
to certain schools and colleges, regardless of 
how they do or do not use their time and edu- 
cation, is to keep the shell and throw the milk 
of the cocoanut away ...I would rather receive 
a great, vital, living truth from an illiterate 
backwoodsman who violates every rule of gram- 
mar than have a university president to lie to 
me in perfect English.’—Harold Bell Wright. 


The National Tuberculosis Association says: 
“Tuberculosis gains among girls, due to smoking, 
late hours and inadequate diet in order to re- 
duce; victims of ‘flapper’ age; death rate 50 
per cent greater than among boys five years ago, 
is now shown to be 100 per cent higher.” 


e 
A Dead Church Needs No Money. 

Two men met recently and one asked the 
other for a subscription for his church. The 
reply was an irrational refusal with the remark 
that the church was always wanting money. The 
other man quickly replied: “When my lad was 
a boy he was very costly. Boots, stockings, 
clothes. And the older, bigger and stronger he 
grew, the more money had to be spent on him. 
I was always having to put my hand in my 
pocket to find money to keep him going; but he 
died and now he doesn’t cost me a dollar.” 
“Yes,” said this man after telling the story— 


“A live, going, strong church always needs 
money.” 


CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


By the REV. J. J. PHELAN, D. D. 


A Wise Fool. 


John 8:32. “.. . know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

There are many “smart Alecks” in literature, 
history and religion today, they who question 
not only religious reality but the very founda- 
tions of morality. If there is no meaning in such 
words as “conscience,” “soul,” “God,” “right” 
and “wrong’—then moral and social chaos is 
not far away. Money should not be thrown away 
by hard-working and godly parents to allow 
their children to be taught by these “smart 
and negative teachers.Super-negations are worse 
than super-positives, and they are bad enough. 
Even an open-mind may sometimes freeze up. 


A Qualified Religion. 
2 Cor. 5:17. “Behold, all things are become new.” 
It is not easy to incorporate new terms of 
modern day social content into a system of re- 
ligious education. In the early days of mono- 
theism, we freely used terms of political mean- 


ing in the interpretation of religion. Consider 
the use of the word “King” as applied to God 
and all followers as His “subjects”; the idea of 
political nationalism as seen in a “chosen land,” 
a “chosen people,’ and the strict obedience to 
the “Law” and the “Commandments.” More and 
more however, we are socializing our definitions 
of God, religion, education and even politics. 


An Assured Salvation. 
Rev. 12:10.“Now is come salvation and strength.” 


Is “salvation” an inclusive or exclusive term 
today? Is a man “saved” from the world, in the 
world or with the world? If saved from the 
world, he may be a recluse or a pillar saint. If 
saved in the world, he must make it a better 
place to live in, and if saved with the world- 
well, we are not so sure that the world in its 
present state is going to be saved. And this is 
not fatalism, nor pre nor post-millenialism. 
Bible can be quoted to “prove” most any theory. 
But this is warm weather. Eschatology, or the 
doctrine of “last things” is a still warmer sub- 
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ject. Salvation is not merely deliverance from 
sin, but attachment to Christ, God and service. 


The Geography of God. 

2 Kings 2:14. “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” 

Today, we do not ask “Where,” but What kind 
of a God is He? Historically, there are four 
concepts or ideas of God: To early Israel, Jah- 
weh was a good-natured despot, who governed 
at will, moody, vain and often jealous-minded; 
In the Middle Ages—a kind of Vassal Lord, 
supreme, but bound by covenants; In the 18th 
century, He was the God of Enlightment—a 
Constitutional Monarch, who reigns but does not 
govern; Today, in many quarters—we hear of 
the God of Modernism, a great driving FORCE 
within the evolutionary process. To most of us 
however, God is Love, Light, Father, Power, 
Life and Progress. And this also is the God of 
Jesus. 


The Social Prude and Cad. 
Matt. 7:1. “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” 


In Social Absurdities—no section of our coun- 
try can claim any “corner on the market.” We 
say that we deplore “Western Blah,” and those 
“terrible crude California airs,’ or we detest the 
“cod-fish aristocracy of the Atlantic sea-board,” 
or the “backwoods provincialisms of the South.” 
But let’s be consistent. You don’t have to go 
very far from your own backyard to discover 
these, and many other varieties fully as pro- 
nounced. The “melting pot” did not melt all of 
us—there is still much slag. Brotherly love has 
no place either in its vocabulary for such terms 
as “wop,”’ “sheeny,” “nigger,” “dago.” 


Medicinal Religion. 


Heb. 10:25. “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together.” 

The Congress of Eugenics recently made this 
startling statement “twice as many families 
send their children to institutions for feeble- 
minded as to universities.’ There are now 18 
million insane and mental defectives in the 
United States, and they are not all in the in- 
stitutions either. What price civilization? In the 
early days of church-going the country heard 
less of insanity, feeble-mindedness, dope-fiends, 
drug addicts and suicides than they do today. 
Until disproven, we shall still hold that church- 
going has decided THERAPEUTIC VALUE. 


First Things First. 


Mark 9:36. “And he took a child and set him in 
the midst.” 


George Henry Paine in his “Child in Human 
Progress” (1916), says, “Humanized man has 
not existed for more than a few hundred years, 
and it is only within 50 years that the race has 
been concerned with the protection of the child. 
“Can parents and religious guides spare an hour 
a week with Paine, away from the whirring 
motor, the “ballyhooed” movies and the “cards?” 
If so, they might understand more intelligently 
the sins of infantcide, unwelcome children, 
child marriage, child murder and child labor. 
We have gone a long way from the time of 
Abraham, who felt called to sacrifice his first- 


born son, Isaac, to the Lord, but who was pre- 
vented by a miraculous intervention. Or, are 
we still ignorant concerning the entire process 
of Love, Courtship, Marriage and the bringing 
of children into the world? Must children be 
born and sacrificed to the god Moloch and a 
backwoods ignorance? 


Youth and His World. 


Prov. 4:7. “With all thy getting get under- 
standing.” 


Contrary to the popular statement that “this 
is a young man’s world,” Walter Pitkin in his 
“Life Begins at Forty” contends that only in the 
simpler and less remunerative forms of work is 
youth privileged above his elders. Tho’ youth 
has “fire, energy, passion and intense feeling,” 
he still needs “experience, seasoned judgment, 
a wide circle of influential friends, caution and 
patience.” A few “poets, painters, orators and 
a few kinds of scientists and inventors come to 
flower while young, but nine-tenths of the 
world’s best work is done by older people.” 
Thorndike places the age of greatest efficiency 
at 47.4 years. It takes time to train the mind 
and hand, and an eternity to train the spirit, 
heart, emotions and instincts. Coordination with 
God, Self and our fellow-men helps to make for 
true success. 


Preventive or Punitive Methods. 


Matt. 18:2. “He called a child ... and had him 
stand among them.” 


Church clubs and Crime! Which is the more 
economical and Christian? It costs eight cents 
per person to support supervised and organized 
recreation in cities, and more than $540 yearly 
for the upkeep of each inmate in penal insti- 
tutions. We invest more than one-half billion 
in Court Houses and Punitive Institutions. We 
spend nearly two billions annually for admin- 
istering justice and guarding prisoners. But for 
Recreation Purposes, and to a large degree, 
Crime Prevention—we spend annually less than 
thirteen millions! Make our children safe for 
our communities and our communities safe for 
our children. A Church Club for boys and girls 
is far better than an “alley gang” or a jazz 
party at a night club. Our churches must de- 
velop leaders who understand the psychology 
of modern boys and girls. Pray keep them out of 
the courts and penal or corrective institutions. 


Divine Clearing-House. 
Matt. 16:18. “I will build my church.” 


The Christian Church is a cooperative demo- 
cratic organization—a religious fraternity. As a 
brotherhood, it can achieve group consciousness. 
It knows no national, racial, class and provin- 
cial divisions. The church has no place for fac- 
tions, and has a large place for adventure, ex- 
perimentation and fellowship with all faiths and 
forces for social righteousness. It must know its 
people, define its parish and diagnose its pres- 
ent problems. It must develop new systems to 
meet new duties and above all and over all— 
the church must INSPIRE. Organize, frater- 
nize, and spiritualize—is this your church? We 
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are optimistic and believe that the new asso- 
ciations and contacts offer new opportunities 
for service. 


Youth As Buffer. 
Matt. 15:7. “Ye hypocrites.” 


In a study of Modern Youth, we vary from 
a super-sentimental optimism on the one hand, 
to an ultra-cynical pessimism on the other. Be- 
tween the two, we seldom take an unbiased, 
neutral and scientific position. Don’t forget that 
Youth lives on the same street, reads the same 
newspaper, goes to the same church and school, 
and often indulges in the same talk as his more 
“godly elders?” High-sounding expletives and 
explosives likewise, are as defective in depicting 
youth as an unqualified approval or disapproval. 
Youth is charged with many offences. But place 
this in your hat; he did not make this civiliza- 
tion with its frills, fads, foibles, furbelows and 
fallacies, nor its sins, its religion or its wars. His 
elders made him a donation! 


Defamers of Youth. 
Gal. 6:4 “Let every man prove his own worth.” 


Just as the Devil can quote Scripture, so sta- 
tistics can be quoted to prove most anything. 
Modern Youth cannot be evaluated with the 
moral yardstick of his elders. For one thing it 
was too “tough” and not entirely inflexible 
either. You can’t make Youth the subject of a 
swivel-chair dissertation, and then read in a 
priori all of your prejudices, fears, dogmatisms 
and “absolutes.” A good way to lose him is to 
attempt to idealize the youth of your day. Why? 
No two youths are alike any more than any two 
trees, shrubs, animals, stones or elders are 
alike. We may interpret a few objective self- 
evident facts, but in the subjective world of real 
values—look out! 
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Builders of Youth. 
Luke 15:31. “Son, thou art ever with me.” 

A growing adolescent has the same difficulty in 
making social adjustments that we had, only 
accentuated today, a hundred-fold. In the main, 
he is meeting life more bravely—he has too. We 
cannot cite a few exceptional cases as typical 
of the whole. In a check-up, it is unwise to re- 
sort to “sampling” in so wide a field. Never 
inhibit his ambition and initiative. Help him to 
be self-assertive, and self-respecting, and in 
your serious moments, pray with him. He will 
not forget it. Adolescence is the spring-time of 
life. Sow now! 


Methods in God’s Vineyard. 


Luke 10:1. “Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them on two and two.” 


House Visitation Evangelism! How to over- 
come the law of diminishing returns in Church 
and Sunday-school work during the summer 
months—is a most perplexing question to pas- 
tors. Why not try a neighborhood canvass or 
survey to discover new neighbors and their 
church preferences? Then follow up with a 
picked and well-trained Visitation Committee. 
Each Church to be its own Evangelist. Of course, 
this is different than the old-fashioned Revival 
and highly-paid service of the Professional 
Evangelist, but it is nearer the New Testament 
method of making “converts” for Christ. With 
more variety in church work, we should develop 
more workers. More churches die from under- 
work than overwork, anyway. Do not experi- 
ment unless you agree to fully work the plan. 
Follow thru all contacts. Saturate with prayer, 
common-sense and hard work, and expect a 
“revived” church—you'll get it! 


NAS ree INpeS 


AN ACCOUNT WITH GOD 


Commencement Sermon 


By the REV. CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY, D. D., First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh. 


Text: “And he called him, and said unto him, 
How is it that I hear this of thee? give an ac- 
count of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be 
no longer steward.—Luke 16:2. 


HE sun rose that morning just as it had risen 

on other days.’ Decisive events ring no bell 
and blow no horn to warn of their coming. Yet 
this day was to be the day of reckoning for the 
unjust steward. In the midst of his rounds he 
receives the message to appear before his lord. 
When.he appeared at the palace, this is what his 


master said to him—‘What is this I hear of 
thee? Give an account of thy stewardship, for 
thou canst no longer be steward.” Our life is 
a responsibility, no matter what the circum- 
stances of that life. A steward is one who ad- 
ministers that which is not his own, and for the 
administration of which he must one day render 
his account. In this life we are not masters 
or absolute proprietors and owners, but 
stewards, those who administer that which 
belongs to another. 
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“Bveryone of us,” said the Apostle, “shall give 
his account unto God.” His account, not another 
man’s account. We are all ready to give an ac- 
count of someone else, to say how another man 
should spend his money, or manager his busi- 
ness, or his domestic relations; but for that we 
shall not be held accountable. It is what we 
have done, and how we have lived ourselves, for 
which every man shall give his account. Nothing 
increases the sanctity of life as this doctrine 
of Christ in the Gospel concerning our responsl- 
bility. 

I. Money. When men speak of stewardship, 
this is the thing of which they generally think 
first, and since money is so dear to men, and 
so potent for good or for evil, we might as well 
commence with accountability as to money. 
However money is acquired, by inheritance, by 
marriage, or by one’s own initiative, energy, and 
thrift, and business ability, the original title goes 
back to God, for God is the Author of all those 
powers and gifts by which one acquires money. 
Put the most gifted and industrious and shrewd 
man on an island by himself, how much money 
would he make? The making of money implies 
human relationships and interdependence. Be- 
fore you can make money, there must be others 
with whom and through whom you can make it. 
This is why no man can call his money, finally 
and completely, his own. Responsibility as to 
property and money is a higher and more defin- 
ite fact than any right to it; and the best insur- 
ance policy against dangerous anti-social theo- 
ries which are abroad, and which would regard 
all property and money as robbery, is a Chris- 
tian sense of stewardship and responsibility in 
what we possess. 

When a member of Richard Cecil’s congrega- 
tion had suddenly come into a large portion, the 
minister meeting him, inquired anxiously about 
his welfare, saying, “I heard that you had been 
in great danger.” “In great danger?” said his 
friend, “I never was better in my life.” “But 
have you not succeeded to a large fortune?” 
said the minister. When the other nodded as- 
sent, he said, and said truly, “Well, sir, I con- 
sider any man in your circumstances to be in 
circumstances of very great danger.” John Wes- 
ley, who left to the world two silver spoons and 
the Methodist Church, had three fine maxims 
about the use of money. First, get all you can. 
This he qualified by adding, But be sure you do 
not get it at the expense of injury and wrong 
to yourself or another. In this connection, it 
is worthwhile recalling his courageous utterance 
against the liquor traffic as a wrong and injuri- 
ous way of getting money. The utterance is all 
the more remarkable when one remembers that 
it was spoken in the eighteenth century, when 
the liquor traffic was woven into the fabric of 
religious, social, and business life. This is what 
John Wesley said: After saying that spiritous 
liquors may have a place in medicine, and that 
they who so prepare them and sell them only for 
this end may keep their conscience clear, he 
asks, “But who are they? Who prepare them 
only for this end? Do you know ten such dis- 
tillers in England? Then excuse these. But all 
who sell them in the common way to any that 
will buy, are poisoners general. They murder 
his majesty’s subjects by wholesale, neither does 
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their eye pity or spare. They drive them to hell 
like sheep and what is their gain? It is not the 
blood of these men? Who, then, would envy their 
large estates and sumptuous palaces? A curse 
is in the midst of them, the curse of God 
cleaves to the stones; the timber; the furniture 
of them. The curse of God is in their gardens, 
their walks, their groves. A fire that burns to 
the nethermost hell, blood is there. The founda- 
tion, the floor, the walls, the roof, are stained 
with blood.” 

Wesley’s second maxim was, save all you 
can. To waste money on mere appetite, clothing, 
and the pride of life, is sinful. Then comes his 
third maxim, founded upon the other two, “Give 
all you can.” The man who remembers a good 
cause in his will is to be commended. But money 
that we give away after our death means noth- 
ing to us, it can do nothing for us; therefore, 
to will it away requires no self-denial or sacri- 
fice. We are giving away that which means ab- 
solutely nothing to us, for in the grave, money 
can sing no song, bring no garment, or hold no 
cup of joy to corrupt lips. The real test is what 
we give in life. So far as I know, there is noth- 
ing said in the Scriptures about the duty of giv- 
ing money away after one is dead; but a great 
deal is said about the use of it when one is alive. 

II. Give An Account of Thy Talent. This takes 
in our mind, our intellect, our whole personality. 
Some minds are admittedly superior to others, 
and there is as much difference, and even great- 
er, between the calibre of men’s minds and the 
vigor of men’s bodies. But the Author of the 
mind is God, and He commands us to serve 
Him with our whole mind. Yet nothing is more 
tragic in life than the wrong use of the mind. 
Books on the shelves of the world’s libraries, 
paintings on the walls of the world’s galleries, 
societies organized for the world’s hurt—all 
these are grim monuments to the wrong use of 
the mind and its power to corrupt, injure, and 
defile. Soldiers’ Field, the great athletic stadium 
at Harvard University, was presented to Har- 
vard by Thomas Wentworth Higginson in mem- 
ory of his three friends, Charles Russell Lowell, 
Joseph James Lowell, and Robert Gould Shaw, 
who laid down their lives in the Civil War. 
For the inscription over the gateway of the 
stadium he chose no reference to the body, or 
the contests of the arena, but those fine lines 
of Emerson which express the idea that educa- 
tion is a trust for others. 

“Though love repine and reason chafe, 

There comes a voice without reply, 

*Tis man’s perdition to be safe, 

When for the truth he ought to die.” 
; Il. Give An Account of Thy Influence. Every 
living being has in him, and carries with his 
personality, a profound and inevitable attrac- 
tion towards good or evil. Everyone is an oracle 
to someone else. Every man casts some kind of 
a shadow as he walks down the streets of life, 
shadows which chill and repress and hurt, or 
shadows which bless and cheer. This is a blessed 
or an awful responsibility. What about the ex- 
ample, the sentiment, the ideas, the attitude to- 
wards God and life which we propagate by our 
influence? Is it for God or against Him? Is it 
for man’s peace or to his hurt? 

In the field of influence, who has such a high 
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responsibility as a father or a mother? “What 
Shall this child be?” The child soon will be a 
man, and must face life, and life is not a mid- 
summer night’s dream, but a stern and difficult 
battle, where self-control, self-denial, and power 
of will are necessary for happiness and useful- 
ness. The greatest need of the world is fathers 
and mothers who take their children as a re- 
sponsibility from God, and who so instruct and 
teach their children that they in turn shall look 
upon life as a high and solemn duty for which 
one day they must give an account. 


Not only are we responsible for the misuse 
and abuse of our opportunities for an influence 
which has been evil, but for the neglect of op- 
portunities to do good. How often we have been 
Silent when a word of simple, but courageous 
speech and protest, confessing our faith and our 
belief, would have exerted a high influence. 


Every man’s immortal soul is a trust for which 
he must give an account. No one dares say that 
what he does with his soul is his own business 
and no one’s else. No man has the right to 
destroy his soul or to sin against it. Religion and 
morals have suffered an incalculable loss by the 
recession and subsidence of this primary and 
fundamental conception to which Christ and the 
Gospels bear witness over and over, that we 
must give an account of our life and stand at 
length before our Judge. 


The unjust steward in the parable is com- 
mended by his lord and recommended to us by 
} Christ, not for the dishonest way in which he 
secured his future, but for the vigor and energy 
which he displayed, and the use he made of the 

time remaining to him, when he was told that he 
must give an account of his stewardship. How 
quickly and unexpectedly that summons comes! 
A former Secretary of the Interior, Lane, recov- 
fering from an operation, said, “I am surprised to 
‘be alive. I hope to be able to live a long life, 
doing good for others without thought of mon- 


} 
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: “What shall I do for my son.’—1 Sam. 
10:2. 

l) We have here the question of an anxious 
father, would God we had more such today. 


p in crime and law breaking if parents only 
4faced more seriously the parental obligation. 
Kish was a man of considerable means. He 


ful man. Now among other things he owned 
ome valuable asses which he prized highly. 
Among them there were probably some prize 
ners, and when it was reported to him that 
ome of his prize stock had strayed or had been 
jtolen, Kish sent his son Saul to look for his 
Jost stock and bring them back. After Saul had 
yone out upon his quest, another found the 
dusses and- returned them to their owner. After 
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ey.” But with him as with many another, the 
wish born on his sick bed was not granted, and 
the lamp of life flared up for a brief moment, 
only to sink and go out in the darkness of death. 
Life is ever echoing that lesson, and all about 
us we can hear the resounding echo of doors of 
opportunity which have closed with the rever- 
beration of finality. As quickly and unexpectedly 
as the summons came to the unjust steward, 
it may come to you or me. Men who like the 
man in Christ’s parable said to themselves, in 
the afternoon of their health and prosperity, 
“Soul, take thine ease, thou hast much goods 
laid up for thyself,” have heard, ere the morning 
came, the inexorable summons, “This night thy 
soul shall be required of thee.” 

In commending the unjust steward, not his 
methods, but his energy and foresight in provid- 
ing for friends who should take him in when he 
was thrust out of his office, Jesus said to His dis- 
ciples, “Make friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness, that when it fail they shall re- 
ceive you into everlasting habitations.” Who are 
these friends, whose friendship we are to culti- 
vate in this life, and who, when this life is oyer, 
shall wait to greet us and to receive us into the 
Eternal Habitations? Who are they, but the 
memories of virtue and courage, of vice rebuked, 
of temptation resisted, of misery relieved, of sor- 
row comforted. There is a certain loneliness 
which persons traveling by themselves have felt 
when their steamer returned to their home coun- 
try and city, and seeing others saluted and greet- 
ed by their friends, they themselves saw none to 
meet them or to greet them. No one need land 
on the eternal shores without having friends 
to greet him and salute him and to receive him 
into the Eternal Habitations. But whether he 
shall have such friends to greet him, or whether 
he shall come home lonely and unattended, de- 
pends upon the use he has made in this life of 
his money, his time, his influence, his mind, and 
his soul. 


PARENTAL OBLIGATION TO YOUTH 


(Children’s Day or Father’s Day) 


By the REV. J. FRANCIS VOUGHT, Grace Baptist Church, New York City. 
Printed by Special Permission : 


waiting a reasonable length of time for his son 
Saul to return, Kish became concerned for his 
son’s safety, and we have him asking the ques- 
tion of the text. 

This ought to be the burden of every parental 
heart. There is more than one boy lost in this 
world today, because there has been no one 
interested enough in his well being to ask this 
question. 

A young man stood at the bar of a court of 
justice to be tried for forgery. The father had 
been a famous legal light and his work on the 
Law of Trusts was considered the best on that 
subject in existence. 

“Do you remember your father,” asked the 
judge sternly, ‘that father whom you have dis- 
graced?” The prisoner answered, “I remember 
him perfectly. When I went to him for advice 
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or companionship, he would look up from his 
work on The Law of Trusts and say, ‘Run away, 
Boy, I am busy.’ My father finished his book, 
and here I am.” The great lawyer had neglected 
his own trust with awful results. 

We owe the youth of today a three-fold ob- 
ligation, which if recognized, and assumed, will 
do much to overcome a very grave situation the 
world is facing today. 

The Physical Obligation 


There is first a physical obligation. Every 
parent ought to be concerned about his son’s 
health. A strong, healthy body is such an asset 
in the race of life it would seem that parents 
must be interested, and they are too. The world 
is keenly alive to the fact that the physical de- 
serves consideration. This is evidenced by the 
emphasis placed upon gymnastics in our educa- 
tional institutions. In the days when the simple 
life was the rule and not the exception, the 
physical very largely took care of itself. Regular 
hours and health-giving occupations tended to 
the development of strong bodies. But with the 
rapid growth of large centers and the establish- 
ment of homes in congested centers many of the 
health-giving tasks have given place to modern 
inventions. 


The Intellectual Obligation 


Then there is the intellectual obligation. If 
the physical side of our sons needs care and de- 
velopment, so does the intellectual. That father 
who is interested only in his son’s physical de- 
velopment and neglects entirely his boy’s brain 
will wake up some day to the realization that he 
has a lop-sided lad on his hands. The world 
has come to appreciate the fact that along 
with physical development there should be a cor- 
responding intellectual growth, and the two are 
being yoked together. Law makers have passed 
statutes compelling parents to send their chil- 
dren to school up to a certain age, and recently 
more strenuous child labor laws have been pass- 
ed. Philanthropically minded folk of means have 
given fortunes to establish and maintain both 
schools and libraries for the intellectual de- 
velopment of our youth. We are recognizing and 
assuming our .intellectual obligation. 


The Spiritual Obligation 


Let there be a revival of the old-time custom 
of the family in church on the Lord’s day and 
there will be less occasion for the press to pub- 
lish such news items as the following appearing 
in The Brooklyn Eagle of Jan. 15, 1934: 

“The increase in crimes committed by boys 
and young men and the warning this presented 
to the community, was stressed in a talk by 
James J. Conroy, Assistant District Attorney of 
Queens County, before a group of about 100 
Scout leaders attending the University of Scout- 
ing sessions in the Jamaica Training School. Mr. 
Conroy noted that 60 percent of men charged 
with major crimes in the last year were boys of 
the ages of 18 to 23 years.” 

There are thousands of young people headed 
in the wrong direction today because parents, 
mindful of their physical and intellectual well- 
being, have neglected their spiritual health. The 
great need of today is parents who will take 
their sons by the hand and lead them to Christ. 
How seldom do we see today fathers, mothers 
and children going up to the house of the Lord 
to be instructed in the things of God. Say what 
you will, you can’t shift the responsibility en- 
tirely to the preacher. There is a parental ob- 
ligation you have failed to own. 

There is also a spiritual obligation. If we owe 
a physical and intellectual obligation we also 
owe it to our children to develop a real spiritual 
life. Physical power unconsecrated becomes brute 
power. Intellectual ability unsanctified is a peri- 
lous thing. As the gymnasium, the school and 
the library minister to real need so the Chris- 
tian Church and Bible School have a real mis- 
sion in the development of worthwhile manhood 
and are deserving of the world’s support. That 
parent who has failed to appreciate the work 
the Church is trying to do for him and his chil- 
dren is guilty of neglecting a real duty. 


Christ, who once hast been a boy, 
Keep my child in paths of joy. 
Make him good as he is fair; 
This is mother’s goodnight prayer. 
—Willmoore Kendall. 


GOD’S CLOCK STRIKES HOUR OF TWELVE 


By Dr. MARK WAYNE WILLIAMS 


Former Pastor Hanson Place Baptist Church 
Printed by Special Permission 


Now is the acceptable time; now is the day 
of salvation.” Time is a spring with a siphon 
outlet. Back in the hills the reservoirs slowly 
fill with huge surplusage of water. Until 
these rise above the level of the siphon’s arch, 
the spring runs dry. But when once the stream 
begins its flow down to the levels of human 
need, the fountain will run until all the re- 
sources of the deep reservoir are exhausted. So 
history and experience are not always continu- 
ous, but when the time is fulfilled, suddenly 
gush forth the pent waters of hidden mercy 
and all the lower plains are irrigated by heaven. 


And when that spring begins to erupt, men sa 
“Behold, a Passover, or a Pentecost or a Renais 
sance, or a Revolution. Behold, this time is ac 
ceptable with God, and a day of salvation fo 
men.” 

There are those who ever gaze into the back 
ward and abysm of time, and shake sage head 
and mutter, “Alas for the days long gone Db. 
Alas for the Golden Age of Pericles or Charle 
magne or Victoria.” And there are eager soul 
thirsting for the future, beholding ever miragt 
which men call millenniums, the City of Go 
Utopia, the New Deal. Yet the past is forevs 
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past; save in the haze of remembrance, none 
may keep it, and none may change one precious 
moment of its running sands. And our feverish 
fingers can never grasp nor hold the fleeting 
future, though we cry “Stay” to that winged 
and inscrutable destiny. For yesterday belongs 
to God, and tomorrow belongs to God, and only 
the present belongs to us poor craving mortals. 


The Golden Age 


Now is indeed the golden age, the crisis of the 
eternity that is the past; the germ of the eter- 
nity that is the future. Only the Moment is 
ours; yet it is the summit of all our Yesterdays, 
and the root of all our Tomorrows. In our two 
hands we hold the meaning of the past, the 
purpose of the future. Record and Destiny meet 
in this unpriced Now. Our chiefest concern, 
therefore, is not with spent days, nor dreamed 
dawns, but this one fleeting hour, of 60 golden 
minutes, each set with 60 diamond seconds. 
Now is the acceptable time. And time, some say, 
is the fourth dimension of reality. 

The American sentry guards the camp under 
the palm trees of the Philippines. The moon 
light casts strange shadows. His eye flickers in 
a moment’s vision, a sweetheart’s face, a moth- 
er’s gray hair, far off, in God’s country. One 
moment’s inattention, but Now is tragic with 
destiny. The call goes round the post, “Post 
Number One, 12 o’clock and all’s well.” Number 
' Two calls, and Seven, and Eight, but there 
} comes no answer from Post Number Nine. “Call 
+ out the guard.” And there they find the sentry 
j Number Nine, slain by a Bolo man slipping 
7 through the shadows: The clock has struck 12. 
. It is the trenches at Ypres. Through the long 
4 years, in stench and mire, mid blood and ver- 
min, they have held the line against their pitted 
foes. Now they are to go over the top, to venture 
{ all in one rush into victory, or eternity. The 
Officers hold their watches, timing to the mo- 
=i ment. Almost, above the roar of the great guns 
} you can hear your own heart beat. It is the 
& zero hour. Up, up, over stakes and wire, shell 
4 hole and wounded comrades, through No Man’s 


“Behold, I loose thee this day from the chains 
which are upon thy hand.”—Jer. 40:4. 


There is a story come down through the cen- 
ituries that a certain man in ancient Rome was 
j put into prison by the king of the day. Kings 
48 used to do things like that to people who both- 
Yered them. Often the person put into prison 
4 was simply forgot and left to spend all his days 


tin jail. But this Roman was remembered by a 


“few folk. The king who put him there died and 

{this prisoner was brought out to be king in his 

i place. That was quite a step, wasn’t it, from 
prisoner-to king in a day? 

* Soldiers and nobles went to the prison to bring 
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Land and into the enemy trenches, most of 
them never again to return. Their Moment had 
come, and into that Moment, they utterly emp- 
tied themselves in heroic sacrifice. 

As in personal experience, so in history there 
are moments big with meaning. It is midnight 
in Egypt. Pharoah refuses to let the people of 
Israel go; though blenching before the great 
plagues, he promises and recalls his promise. At 
last the Night has come. The Israelites are girt 
and shod. They have eaten the Passover lamb 
and sprinkled their doorposts with protective 
blood. The Dark Angel passes with his sword, 
followed by the wail of Egyptian parents, who 
behold their firstborn slain. The signal sounds, 
the shout of a trumpet, God’s clock strikes, the 
time is fulfilled, and out go these quondam 
slaves to liberty, wilderness, national discipline 
and a land of Possession. 

It is midnight in Babylon. Belshazzar with ten 
thousand of his lords drinks from the purloined 
golden treasures of the temple in Jerusalem. 
That same hour, Cyrus is digging beneath the 
walls, turning aside the Euphrates River, ready 
to capture the city. Amid the palace debauchery, 
the Hand writes on the wall, “Mene, Mene, Tekel 
Upharsin.” Only God’s prophet knows that mys- 
tic writing, and reads forth, “Weighed, found 
wanting.” With drunken generosity the king 
throws a gold chain over Daniel’s neck, and ap- 
points him third in the kingdom. Then Babylon 
falls. 

Is not today such a climatic moment? Now 
is the utter overthrow of ancient pretense. We 
are facing the naked sword. Fateful decisions 
sit in the eyebrows of this threatening hour. 
Now is the time for all good men to come to the 
help of their country. This slogan of the type- 
writer must be new-coined in the purposes of 
men’s hearts. Yesterday is too late, tomorrow 
too soon. “Today, if ye will hear His voice hard- 
en not your hearts.” Whatever is to do, no pro- 
crastinating, no shirking. “Straightway,” as the 
events of Mark’s witness, ran, so let us do today 
the task that lies next. 

For “now is the accepted time.” 


CHAINS 


(A story sermon) 
By the REV. W. R. SIEGART, Reading, Pa. 


him to the palace. Now while he had been in 
prison the old king had had him shackled with 
chains, hand and foot. There he was, a king 
who looked like a criminal. Of course the people 
who were bringing him saw all this and said 
their new king couldn’t sit on a throne looking 
like that. He must be released from his chains. 
So they sent men to find the keys to open the 
locks. But all of us know it is sometimes easier to 
talk about a thing than to do it. That proved 
correct in this case. Search as they did keys were 
not found to open the locks. And they couldn’t 
find a saw or file either which would cut the 
chains. They had to crown him king, and here 
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he was, looking like the worst prisoner in the 
jail. There was only one thing to do and they 
did it. They just took him as he was, chains and 
all, and put him on the throne. A crowd of peo- 
ple was there. The surroundings were lavish. 
There was much cheering. At the center of this 
gathering was the chief figure of the ceremony 
chained hand and foot, looking like a prisoner 
and unable to be comfortable because of those 
chains. 

We sometimes think it’s a nice job of being 
king or president. We think because he is the 
chief officer of the state that he can do just as 
he pleases. But that’s all imagination. Kings 
and presidents are bound with chains of cere- 
mony and duty which makes them greater 
slaves than others. If we just examine a typical 
day in the life of our president we will soon 
find that he has so many things demanding his 
attention that he hardly has any time to himself. 

But every one of us is bound with some sort 
of chains. We may be able to see them or we 
may not be able to see them. If we are bound 
to our parents with chains of love—why those 
are good chains and they serve a fine and noble 
purpose. But if we tie ourselves up with certain 
other chains we may become kings, but still 
look like criminals. 

Now these chains are bad habits. Remem- 
ber the old fairy story about the mouse and the 


lion. As the lion slept the mouse wound a thread 
about him. Now a thread is a very little thing 
and any one can break it. But put a lot of 
them into a strand and it isn’t so easy to break. 
So it was with this thread about the lion. The 
mouse wound and wound and wound until he 
had the lion pretty well tangled up. Then the 
lion found that he couldn’t break his bonds. 
Just so are bad habits. We start and we say, 
“Oh well, I can do this and it won't hurt mej 
I can quit any time. I can take a drink or I can 
leave it alone.” Maybe this is so. That old Ro- 
man could have had his chains removed, if the 
people had tried shortly after he was put into 
prison, for the key could then have been found. 
The lion could haye broken free if he had 
tried when first that mouse was winding thread 
around him. But as time passed it became 
harder to do so. 

The time to break a bad habit and start a 
good one is now. The longer we wait the harder 
it becomes. We may not be kings but we are 
children of a king. Boys and girls, do we want 
to look like criminals, bound hand and foot 
with chains of bad habits? Or do we want to 
claim our inheritance as children of the great 
king and be fine, noble, upstanding men and 
women who will look and act every inch a king, 
and who will bring much credit upon our hea- 
venly inheritance? 


SERMON OUTLINES 


I. GOD’S OBLIGATION TO MANKIND. 


Text Romans 8:31. 
Introduction. 


1. We are inhabitants of a universe of mutual 
responsibility. 

2. We have heard much of man’s responsibility 
to God. God is also under obligation to 
man. 


I. Basis for God’s Obligation to.Man. 


1. God is morally responsible to man for two 
reasons. 

(a) God created the human race without 
its consent. 

(b) He created man with certain spiritual 
and physical possibilities and needs. He 
is morally bound to provide them. 

2. It is upon substantially the same basis that 
society regards the moral obligations of parents 
to children. Laws are enacted to require these 
obligations be met. 


Il. God is Faithful to His Obligations. 


1. God has not failed man. He has made am- 
ple provision for every physical need of man. 
God does not will that any man shall suffer 
because of a lack of life’s blessings. 

2. God has also made ample provision for 
mans spiritual needs, both earthly and heavenly. 

3. Wherefore comfort ye one another with 
these words. 

III. Man the Slacker. 


1. In the world as we know it today there 
is sorrow, suffering, hunger and need. Why? 

(a) We live in a universe of mutual responsi- 
bility. God has done his part. 


(b) Man is the slacker. He has failed to meet 
his obligations. He has misused and abused the 
blessings and opportunities God provided. 

2. Man needs to repent and return to God 
and fulfill his part of the great compact. 


Il. LIFE’S CENTER OF GRAVITY. 
Text Matt. 6:21. 

Introduction 

Dr. Barry in his new book CHRISTIANITY 
AND THE NEW WORLD makes this signifi- 
cant observation, that the whole burden and 
thought of Jesus is that life’s true center of 
gravity is not to be found in this world at all. 
I. Significance of a Center of Gravity for Life. 

1. A center of gravity is that point around 
which all objects, unobstructed by other powers, 
tend to assemble or cluster. 

2. A universe without a center of gravity 
would become a multiverse of chaotic frag- 
ments. 

Ss Every life must have a center of gravity; 
that which will hold it together and provide 
permanence, force and stability. 
ee The nature of the center around which a 
life is organized largely determines the charac- 
ter of that life. 

II. Location of Life’s Center. 


ie The center around which one’s life shall 
gravitate may be within one’s self or without 
one’s self. 

7, ABE the center is inward one tends to become 
introspective, narrow, selfish, haughty and self- 
important. 
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3. If the center is outward ones life urge may 
become, 

(a) Materialistic, 

(b) Humanitarianism, 

(c) Spiritual. 
Ill. Jesus Christ the Pattern. 

1. His center of gravity was outside himself 
and distinctly spiritual. 

2. His life was well integrated and organized 
around its center. 

3. He maintained a sane balance between his 
this world’s interests and his other world’s in- 
terests. 


e 
IW. THE CROSS—TO BE WORSHIPPED OR 
BORNE? 


Text Matthew 16:24. 


Introduction. 

1. One of the central figures of the christian 
religion is the Cross. 

_ 2. Were Jesus to return he would scarcely 
/ recognize his simple religion it is so incrusted 
with accretions. One of these accretions is cross 
worship. 

I. Meaning of the Cross. 

1. The Cross stands for selfishness renounced 
and love and self-sacrifice enthroned in its place. 

2. To bear the cross means to abandon such 
attitudes as “safety first,” and “self preserva- 
tion.” They may be the first law of life, but 
the cross stands not for life but death. 

3. “Unselfish service” is the first law of the 
cross. 

4. The cross is not something just to be adored 
and worshiped, to be used for ornamental or 
decorative purposes whether on a person or a 
church. The cross is something to be borne and 
lived daily. 

5. Most people kid themselves. A corn on a 
toe, ungrateful children, domestic difficulties, 
sickness and disease are not crosses, they are a 
part of the life of both saint and sinner. 

II. How to Live the Life of the Cross. 

1. To live the life of the cross is to forget your 
troubles and unselfishly and sacrificially help 
some one else bear his. 

2. The life of the cross is the crucified life— 
the life that renounces hindrances to spiritu- 
ality. 

3. Strange as it may seem, this is not a sad 
gospel. It brings joy and peace because of the 
freedom obtained through discarding impedi- 
ments. 

. The Challenge of the Cross. 

1. Jesus literally points to the cross and says, 

“There it is, it cost me mental and physical 

uffering, disappointment and death—not for 

yself but for others. Will you bear it?” 

—By the Rev. O. B. Cole, First M. E. Church, 
Paulding, Ohio. 


@ 
HE KING AND THE COMMONPLACE 


att, 21:5. “Behold thy King cometh unto thee.” 
The El Camino Real—Kings Highway—in 
uthern California is a well marked trail to- 
ay. The missions are most of them in ruins, 
here they have not been restored, but the 
ooden sign posts have been replaced by new 
mes of iron, and they still are crowned with 
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the letters I.N.R.I., Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudae- 
orum. The gospels however reveal Jesus, the 
King, not as a wearer of the royal purple, but 
assuming humble human roles, and that volun- 
tarily. We wonder at— 


I The Hand of the King 


Jesus here is in the garb of a Carpenter. It is 
the coronation of common labor. The Yoke- 
maker is the Yoke-wearer. The Plow-maker 
is the Plow-follower. The Tool-shaper is the 
Tool-user. The Road Mender by Michael Fair- 
lie illustrates this so well. 


II The Heart of the King 


Jesus here is in the garb of the Criminal. It is 
the coronation of vicarious suffering. It is the 
baptism of tears, spittal and blood. His fol- 
lowers now marvel at it all, the desertion of 
His friends and disciples, His agony in the 
garden, His broken body on the cross, and all 
borne by a King in Kingly glory. 


III The Soul of the King 


Jesus is here in the garb of a Conqueror. It is 
the coronation of immortality. It is a Victori- 
ous King but One still serving. The work is 
finished “Thou gavest Me to do.” His methods 
and mission are justified. “To this end was 
I born” and “For this cause came I into the 
world.” There are two parts to this triumph, 
that of Jesus at the open tomb, and the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit to His apostles. “Ye shall 
receive power ...and Go ye into all the.. .” 
e 
JESUS ONLY 


Matt. 17:8. “They saw no man save Jesus only.” 

Dr. Jowett told the story of the old deacon 
at the camp meeting, who thanked the Lord 
for his (Dr. Jowett’s) presence at the meeting, 
but asked the Lord to blot him out, that Jesus 
and Jesus only could be seen. 

On the Mt. of the Transfiguration Peter, 
James and John saw in terms of: 


I The Material World 

(4) “Let us make here three tabernacles.” 
They wished to crystallize and materialize 
the inspiration of the great spiritual moment, 
the glory of the Transfiguration. Human be- 
ings like things reduced to the concrete forms 
of brick, stone and marble. Size and numbers 
are still our shibboleths. We are like the dis- 
ciples, who insisted on talking about the big- 
ness of the great stones of the temple. We can- 
not feel the real vital experience of the Holy 
of Holies within. 


II The Moral Law 
They saw Moses, the great Jewish Lawgiver. 
He was the founder of the tabernacle and 
the priesthood. He was the historical leader 
and father of the Jewish institutions. He 
took them from the land of bondage. We must 
not minimize him, but we must not put him 
before Jesus. The law too is splendid, but 
Jesus is above it. He came to fulfill it and to 
add to its justice His own gift of love. The 
moral law is not enough. “All these things 
have I kept from my youth up,” said the rich, 
young ruler, but he still lacked the essential 
thing, and he went away sorrowful without 
obtaining it. Read Galatians, “Knowing that 
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a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ.’ 


Ili The Prophecy 
They insisted again that “Rlijah must come.” 
And we shall not take away one particle of 
the glory that belongs to that great prophet or 
his prophecy, but neither must he be put be- 
fore Christ. The prophecy but points to the 
greater Prophet, Priest and King. It is only 
an instrument preparing the way for the 
Messiah, Himself. Matthew likes prophecy. He 
is very emphatic in his declarations that Jesus 
is the Fulfillment, and he quotes repeatedly to 
prove it from the old prophets. But while we 
read Matthew for the story and history of 
Christ, it is to John we turn when we are in 
distress, or wish to hear again the riches of 
God’s mercy and love. And John talks about 
the Word made Flesh, incarnated in human 
terms that we can understand. John always 
is telling of Jesus only.” 
IV The Saviour 
Jesus only. Cloud shut out Moses and Elijah. 
A Voice out of heaven said, “This is my Be- 
loved Son, hear ye Him.” The lawgiver and 
the prophet were silent. It was to Jesus that 
they listened. Nothing can take the place of 
Jesus. He is the only One that has really tri- 
umphed over sin, suffering and death, our 
enemies. In the Pass of Daphne, five miles 
north of Athens, there is a small cathedral 
almost a thousand years old. In the dome 
overhead are the heads of the apostles in a 
ring around the central figure of Christ. The 
years have disfigured the faces of the disciples. 
The plaster has fallen and been replaced. 
Great white splotches mar the likenesses of 
these men. It is hard to tell which one is 
Peter and which one is John. But the Face 
of Christ in the center is unharmed. It stands 
out with distinct clearness. He has no rival. 
It is thus with the experiences of human life. 
We need Jesus and Jesus only. 
—By the Rev. Albert C. Holt, Ph. D. 


@ 
THE “GOOD CONFESSION.” 
Text. “. .. And didst confess the good confes- 


sion in the sight of many witnesses.” I Tim. 6:12. 

Introduction. What is here meant by “the good 
confession?” 

—first made, Matt. 16:16-18. 

—referred to by Jesus, Matt. 10:32. 

—by Him affirmed before Pilate, Mk. 14:61, 3. 
—directly related to salvation, Rom. 10:9, 10. 

And what should this “good confession” mean 
to us, now? 

I. A voluntary declaration of our spiritual 
freedom. We can choose what master we will, 
and by this confession we choose Jesus who is 
called the Christ. 


II. A personal vow of allegiance to the high- 
est. Among all religious teachers and all systems 
of faith there is no other that is so unshakable 
or that has so much of good to its credit. 

III. Enlistment in “the good fight of faith,” 
see I. Tim. 6:12. 

As to Jesus, there are but two sides, for and 
against. “He that gathereth not with me scat- 


tereth abroad,” said he. He is the Son of God, 
or he is not worthy of our allegiance to any ex- 
tent. Granting his claim we know he has the 
words of eternal life and know he has the words 
of eternal life and must be willing, if need be, 
to die with him or for him. 

Appeal: “Who is he that overcometh the world 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God.” I. John 5:5. 


e 
THE UNITY OF CHRISTIANS 


Introduction. Our faith is not all a matter of 
personal salvation—of relation to God. 

We have other attitudes to sustain that are 
vital, to the world, to our fellow believers. 

In this field let us consider our relation to 
others who have confessed Christ—the unity 
that ought always to prevail. 

I. Unity AS INTENDED BY CHRIST, the 
Head of the church. See John 17:11, 21, 22. 

— “one as we are,” verse 11. 
—“that they may all be one,” verse 21. 
—“one as we are one,” verse 22. 

II. Unity AS DEMANDED BY PAUL, who 
was chosen by Christ to represent him in the 
Gentile world to which we belong. 

—in I. Cor. 1:10-15; 3:1-6. He condemns faction- 
alism, partyism. 

—in Rom. 16:17, he orders the exclusion of those 
who create division. 

—in Ephesians 4:1-5, he lays down a groundwork 
of unity sufficient for all. 

Ill. Unity AS SUGGESTED BY COMMON 
SENSE—with what as a guide? What but the 
sacred Scriptures, the Word of God. In that 
there is sufficient latitude and freedom. 

—with what creed? What but Christ, confessec 
by all Christians, not a dead theory but a living 
Lord. 
—under what name? What but the one name, the 
family name of us all endorsed by Luther anc 
Wesley, the name Christian. 
—in what spirit, “keeping the unity of the spiri 
in the bond of peace, Eph. 4:3. 

—By the Rev. Albert C. Holt, Ph. D. 


I. “A MEASURE OF ABSTINENCE” 


I. Read Mark 2:18 “Thy disciples fast not” 
Mark 9:29 “This kind come out by nothing sav 
prayer ((and fasting).” 
II. Origin of this theme 

a. Next is Rogation Sunday, followed by thre 
Hoge ee or fast days leading up to Ascensio: 

ay. 

b. The Prayer Book puts it among “a tabl 
of fasts” “on which the church requires suc 
a measure of abstinence as is more especiall 
suited to extraordinary acts and exercises of de 
votion.” 

c. Abstinence by Christians has a worth 1 

1. Express a natural and intense emotion. Jes 
us’ remark in Mark 2. 

2. Generate spiritual power by subordination « 
the body to the spirit. 
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a. “This kind come out by nothing save,” etc. 

b. Among the means of grace which cannot 
be used “without fruit” is “watching, denying 
ourselves, taking up our cross,” and such self- 
examination as “are you temperate in all 
things.”—-Wherein do you take up your cross 
daily? Never can you use these means but a 
blessing will ensue, and the more you use them 
the more you will grow in grace. 

ce. The lack of spiritual vitality among us 
may be accounted for by our reluctance to prac- 
tice abstinence and self-control. Dr. Reinhold 
Niebuhr told the delegates at the National Stud- 
ent Conference once, “We worship our bodies, 
we sublimate, we feed them; we pillow them in 
luxury. Human ingenuity is exhausting every 
resource to provide new physical comforts, edi- 
fying the sensual, developing a new phallic cult 
with every movie theatre a shrine and every 
chance movie actor a symbol.” 

d. Expression and dominance of the spirit is 
very unlikely among families who according to 
front page confessions in all the dailies spend 
in a year twenty millions for food stuffs, ten 
millions for restaurants and catering and two 
millions on candy. 

Sing or Quote 
I. “My soul be on thy guard’—Heath. “Saviour 
when in dust to thee”’—Spanish hymn. “O for a 
closer walk’—Cowper, especially stanza four, 
“T hate the sins that made Thee mourn 
And drove Thee from my breast.” 
“The Son of God goes forth to war’—Heber. 


DRAMA 


THE WHITE KNIGHT 
(A Dramatic Service for Young People) 


Scenes: 1. A lavishly furnished office. 
2. Same as Scene 1. 
3. Same office, modestly furnished. 
Characters: James Dancher, boy of 20, heir to 
fortune. 

Ronnie Fortune, slightly older, bluffer and 

potential racketeer. 

William Keene, banker. 

Frank Barnes, business man, friend of James 

Dancher, Sr. 

Stenographer, Miss Long. 

Synopsis: James Dancher, heir to fortune, 
enters upon business enterprise, takes in as 
trusted partner his pal and friend, Ronnie 
Fortune, who dominates him in selection of 
equipment, associate, business decisions, etc. 
Ronnie manages the business and accounts, 
while James Dancher acts as salesman. After 
some months, sums of money are drawn from 
the company account, presumably for payment 
of bills, and one day Dancher realizes that he 
has been defrauded and robbed by his friend. 
Faced with heavy debts, he decides with the 
help of some of his father’s acquaintances 
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“In the hour of trial’—Montgomery, particularly 
stanza two, “With forbidden pleasures.” 
II. “Self reverence, self knowledge, self con- 


trol, 
These three alone lead life to sovereign 
power.” —Tennyson. 


“To set the mind above the appetite is the 
end of abstinence, which one of the fathers ob- 
serves to be, not a virtue, but the ground work 
of a virtue.” —Johnson. 

Ethel Barrymore, in some personal revela- 
tions of her own experience on the stage, says, 
“Success in the theatre is built on sacrifice.” 


By the Rev. John Leonard Cole, D. D. 
6 


SERIES OF SERMONS 


1. THE HEARING EAR. Matt. 11:15. 

2. THE SEEING EYE. Matt. 13:16. 

3. THE BELIEVING HEART. Jno. 3:16. 

4. THE SPEAKING VOICE. Ex. 33:11. 

The present series for our two-weeks LOY- 

ALTY CRUSADE as follows: 

1. THE NRA AND THE CHURCH: or, “We 
Do Our Part.” 

2. THE BLANKET CODE: or, “The Whole 
Task of The Church.” 

3. RALLY "ROUND THE FLAG, (Blue Em- 
blem): or, “Our Emblem, The Cross of 
Christ.” 

—By Dr. E. H. Shanks. 
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to devote his energies to clearing the stigma at- 
tached to the company name which he now rep- 
resents. He revises his plan of life, and after 
ten years of honest effort, is able to clear him- 
self of debt. During these years, he communi- 
cates frequently with Frank Barnes, a friend of 
the family, and signs his letters, “A son of the 
White Knight,” the meaning of which is known 
only to the two. Young Dancher decides upon 
the novel idea of having a banquet for all his 
creditors, and at that time paying off the debts 
with interest. 


Scene 1 


Ronnie Fortune seated at an expensive desk, 
no work in evidence, studying telephone direc- 
tory. Enter James Dancher, surveying the office 
and furniture. 

James: “Hello, old man, so you’ve bought out 
the desk dealers?” 

Ronnie: “Yep, how does she look? We’ve got 
to put up a front in keeping with the dividends 
we expect to pay ourselves. Swell, I say. Just 
getting the number of an employment agency 
for a classy stenographer.” 

James: “Stenographer? Ronnie, we don’t have 
any work for a stenographer. That is not in the 
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budget made out for me by Mr. Keene at the 
bank. Ronnie, let’s get some business first, then 
the trimmings.” 

Ronnie: “Listen, Jim, the bank don’t know 
how we expect to push the sides out of this 
dump with orders. I tell you they’re fogy, Jim. 
We've got to put on a front.” 

James: “O. K. Ronnie, but keep the hands on 
the wheel. We’ve got a director’s meeting to face 
in three months, remember, and we’ve got to 
show some results to men like Frank Barnes 
and Bill Keene.” 

Ronnie: “Sure, we’ll show something all right, 
but listen old man, don’t let that fellow at the 
bank sell you the idea he knows how to run your 
business.” (Closes book, prepares to leave. Enter 
elderly man, William Keene, banker.) 

James: “Hello, we were just looking over 
things, and I’m trying to tell Ronnie here that 
we must keep within our budget. You better give 
him a word of advice yourself.” 

Ronnie: “Just a waste of time. I don’t go in 
for budgets heavily, like you do, Jim. Well, so 
long.” (Ezit.) 

Banker: “James, my boy, I’d go a little slow 
about handing over the direction of your affairs 
to Ronnie Fortune. You're getting your con- 
nections largely on the good name you bear. 
Dancher is an honored name in this community, 
and I wouldn’t let anyone play with it. I'll be 
going along. Come and see me at any time, 
James. I want you to succeed.” (Evwit.) 

James: (Takes list from pocket, and settles 
himself at telephone. Calls number and starts 
conversation.) “Mr. Knapp, yes. I understand 
some features of yesterday’s delivery need to be 
ironed out. Sure, we want it satisfactory in every 
way.” (Curtain. Have some entertainment, vocal 
or instrumental between scenes.) 


Scene 2 


A year later, same office, Ronnie grown more 
self assured, seated at desk selecting papers for 
packing portfolio, preparatory to making trip. 
Radio playing, Miss Long, stenographer at desk. 
Enter James, serious and determined looking. 
Miss Long busy on books, usual office routine. 

James: “Ronnie, I was just over at the bank. 
We've got to get our accounts in shape. Mr. 
Keene demands a statement from us. I’ve got 
to know where we're falling short. We do plenty 
of business to break even. I’ve got to know where 
the trouble lies. Some of our creditors are call- 
ing on my bank for confidential statements.” 

Ronnie: “Confidential statements? We’re pay- 
ing them something right along. You know that 
from checks you sign. I can’t keep up to the 
budget Keene foisted on you, but I’ve done the 
best I could. I’ve instructed Miss Long here to 
get the figures ready by the time I get back from 
my trip.” (Miss Long shows surprise.) 

James: “How long away, Old Man? 
haven’t told me much about your trip.” 

Ronnie: “Going to the mill first on that 
monthly delivery order, but I won’t be away 
longer than I can help. Might as well be on my 
way, taking the plane on the first lap. (Shakes 
hands.) So long, Old Top, don’t let Keene 
worry you until I get back.” (Exit. Phone rings, 
answer Miss Long, hand to James.) 

James: “Yes, you say the City Desk Company? 


You 


(Surprised) Yes, you’ve had no payments on 
the furniture? There’s some mistake, I’ve signed 
checks for you, sure. Give me a couple of hours, 
we'll look it up. I’ll be over to see you.” 

Miss Long: “Mr. Dancher, these calls came in 
this morning and yesterday afternoon. They in- 
sist upon talking to you. I didn’t tell Mr. For- 
tune, the men asked for you.” (James scans 
list.) 

James: “What are these calls about, Miss 
Long? I don’t know anything about the office 
routine.” 

Miss Long: “Sorry, Mr. Dancher, but they are 
mostly about bills. I tried to get Mr. Fortune 
to take care of them, but he said they could wait 
until he returned.” (Phone.) 

James: “Yes, this*is Jim Dancher. My account 
overdrawn! That’s impossible, I haven’t drawn 
any money for a week. The Company over- 
drawn? (Agitation). That’s wrong, I’m sure. 
Hold everything, I’ll be right over. Miss Long, 
Y’m going over to the bank. Be back soon, if 
anyone calls.” (Exit James. Enter Frank Barnes, 
usual greetings.) 

Mr. Barnes: “Is Jim Dancher in?” 

Miss Long: “He just stepped over to the bank, 
will be right back. Will you be seated? (Usual 
office courtesy.) 

Mr. Barnes: “Business pretty good? Thought 
I’d better drop in about those overdue accounts. 
Our letters weren’t answered, and I’ve known 
the Dancher family for years. (Enter James). 
Hello, Jim thought I’d drop in about the bills 
and notes. Our credit department is getting dis- 
couraged, and knowing you, thought I’d rather 
talk than write.” : 

James: “Will you sit down a minute. I’m a lit- 
tle dizzy, I guess. I just came from the bank. 
I thought everything was going fairly well, now 
I find I’ve been cleaned out by my partner, both 
Company account and personal account.” 

Mr. Barnes: “Partner, you mean this fellow 
named Fortune? Cleaned you out?” 

James “My friend, my partner, whom I trust- 
ed in every way.” 

Mr. Barnes: “Your are the son of my old 
friend, Jim Dancher, Sr., in more ways than 
one. Robbed by a trusted friend—the White 
Knight.” 

James: “The White Knight! I don’t under- 
stand, Mr. Barnes.” 

Mr. Barnes: “No, you wouldn’t understand. 
That is a secret between your father, one other 
man, and William Barnes. I believe you should 
know the secret now, young man, and you’ve 
had enough business for a time. Let me tell you 
the story, a short one, but it will point the way 
for you and me today.” 

James: “Miss Long, you may go for today. 
Come in tomorrow, I'll find money to pay you 
for the time I owe you.” (Miss Long ezit, after 
putting work away.) 

Mr. Barnes: “I said it was a short story. It is in 
the telling, but as old as man in principle. Your 
father was faced in his younger days with the 
same situation you now face, an innocent victim 
of fraud. Instead of wasting time and energy in 
hunting up the guilty man, he set about clear- 
ing his name, and incidentally the names of 
those with whom he was associated. After some 
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years of strenuous effort, he told me of a guiding 
principle in his life. All through his childhood 
he had passed a church with a stained glass 
window, the figure of a knight bearing a pro- 
phetic expression. The figure seemingly became 
a part of him, he looked forward to the presence 
of the Knight each passing, and as time went 
on his imagination clothed this figure with 
muscles and life, a heart and soul. He tried to 
imagine what the White Knight would do in 
circumstances which he himself faced. In later 
years, when he went into business, he continued 
his association with the figure, and this dream 
gradually shaped his attitude toward life. When 
the catastrophe of which I have told you oc- 
curred, he chose the path pointed out by the 
imaginary White Knight, and he won. From that 
day on, your father has been to me The White 
Knight. Jim, I am one of the men who won a 
new chance in life through your father’s courage 
and you and I must now begin writing a sequel 
to the story I have just told you. I will go to the 
bank with you and make arrangements for 
limited drawing so you can go ahead. I don’t 
know what you owe and I don’t want to know, 
because I know you will work your way through. 
There is one other who will stand back of you, 
because your father stood back of him. Shall we 
go at once?” (Prepare to leave. Curtain. Pro- 
vide some entertainment for intermission) . 


Scene 3 

Same office, 10 years later, modestly furnish- 
ed. Miss Long, older and more dignified, at desk 
typing. Enter James Dancher, older in appear- 
ance, but the same clear and honest expression. 

James: “Do you have the letters of invitation 
all ready, Miss Long?” 

Miss Long: “I will have them ready to mail 
this afternoon. There are some parts of the let- 
ter to Mr. Barnes I don’t have correct. You in- 
vite him to a dinner on Thursday of this week, 
and you say you are inviting all the creditors to 
whom you owed money at the time Mr. Fortune 
left here. That is correct, I know, but from 
there on you say, ‘I am seating them at the 
table in the order of the amount for which they 
trusted me.’ Is that right, Mr. Dancher?” 

James: “Yes, Miss Long, I owe Mr. Barnes 
the largest sum of money, so he will sit at my 
right; Mr. Keene, the next amount, he will sit 
at my left. Be sure you have the tabulations of 
the accounts ready by Wednesday night, so I can 
make the checks on Thursday morning.” 

Miss Long: “I have those all ready now, only 
not the interest for the full time. You did not 
tell me to add that. You put that in your letter 
to Mr. Barnes, said you were making the checks 
or principal and interest, so I will add that.— 
Shall I sign the letter to Mr. Barnes as usual, 
‘The Son of the White Knight’?” (Phone, an- 
wer Miss Long, turning call over to James.) 

James: “James Dancher speaking. What, you 
n town! Well, that is luck. I am just finishing 
a letter to you. Come on up, and you can read 
t here. Sure, I’d stay here all night if necessary. 
n a few minutes, that is luck. Goodby. (To Miss 
Long) Mr. Barnes is in town, will be right up. 

nish the letter as quickly as possible and 
hen you. may go.” (Assembles papers on desk, 
iss Long types, places letter on Dancher’s desk 
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and prepares to leave.) (Enter Mr. Barnes). 

Mr. Barnes: “I came right up,” (shake hands) , 
and I believe you will have another caller. I just 
saw Bill Keene coming in.” (James hands him 
letter, Barnes begins to read, looks up to see 
Keene enter). 

James: “Come in, Mr. Keene, I wrote you a 
letter today about a dinner I am planning, but 
your letter is not ready, so I’ll let you read one 
to Mr. Barnes.” (Mr. Barnes hands letter to 
Keene, goes to Jim and takes his hand). 

Mr. Barnes: “Well, Jim Dancher, you are the 
son of my trusted friend, your father. You are 
now fully a member of the order of White 
Knights, you have initiated yourself through 
the accomplishment you explain in your letter. 
That is the last letter you will sign, ‘The son 
of the White Knight.’ From now on, it is Jim 
Dancher, The White Knight.” (Mr. Keene has 
finished reading the letter, watched the door 
nervously, then calls for some one to come in). 

Mr. Keene: “Come in, Ronnie?” (Enter Ron- 
nie, older, shows signs of dissipation). “James, 
you did not know that Ronnie Fortune is the 
son of my sister, and the son of a man who once 
associated with your father. Ronnie’s father 
made a ‘White Knight’ of your father, just as 
Ronnie has made one of you. (Ronnie stands, 
bowed head, uneasy). “I know how you must 
feel, James, but I asked him to come, and he 
was man enough to come. Can you forgive him, 
and I will try to locate another chance for him.” 

James: “It was tough to face ten years ago, 
but this is the happiest day of my life so far. I 
would not go back. Give me your hand, old 
Man.” (Shakes hands with Ronnie). 

Mr. Keene: “Yes, Jim, Ronnie got the money 
then and it soon went; you got the experience 
and the test of character which no one can 
take from you. There are few who earn the 
title, The White Knight. Shall. we go?” (Cur- 
tain. Music as lively as possible). 


THE SPIRIT OF CHILDHOOD 
A Dramatic Service for Children’s Day 


Regular order of service may be used for 
opening, hymns, offering, benediction. 

Scripture: Matt. 19:13-15. 

Place a table on or near the platform, near 
the pulpit, about which should be seated char- 
acters to represent a family group including 
grandparents, parents, children of varying ages, 
both boys and girls. This group will take their 
assigned places at the time the special part of 
the service takes place, and are symbolic of the 
families of the nation. 

Characters: The Spirit of Childhood Past. 
The Spirit of Childhood Present. 
The Spirit of Childhood Future. 

The Spirit of Childhood Past either boy or 
girl, will be dressed as children were a genera- 
tion or more ago, and comes to the center of the 
platform or chancel to musical accompaniment, 
and says, “I am the Spirit of Childhood Past, 
I have come to hear again the echo of that 
which came to pass while I reigned here.” As- 
sumes listening attitude, hand up to ear, while 
voice reads. The Pastor or Sunday School Super- 
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intendent should prepare a resume of events . 


which occurred during the first epoch of Ameri- 
can life which moulded the lives of children 
in preparation for citizenship. When this read- 
ing is completed, the organ plays, the Spirit 
slowly walks off the platform. 

The Spirit of Childhood Present, dressed as 
children of today, walks onto the platform as 
the other is leaving, and says, “I am the Spirit 
of Childhood Present, I am here to glory in that 
which I have inherited, and to pledge my heart 
and energies to the cause of the Brotherhood 
of man. I have come to hear some expression 
of progress toward that end.” Assumes listening 
attitude, while voice reads. This should be a 
resume of events that have come to pass in the 
last 30 years, and their effect upon the children 
of today in their preparation for citizenship. 
After reading is completed, Spirit leaves plat- 
form as before, only more sprightly, almost 
gaily. Is met by Spirit of Childhood Future. 

The Spirit of Childhood Future should be 
dignified, less self-assured than Present. As the 
character nears the center of the platform, there 
should be hesitation, looking to the left and 
right as though uncertain which way to go. 
“T am the Spirit of Childhood Future. (Hesi- 
tates) My path is not clear. I see the thoughts 
and ideals of my people turning away from 
former routes. The new routes are not clear, 
probably if I listen I shall learn where they lead 
—.” Voice should give a resume of the social 
progress we hope to make in the coming 50 or 
100 years by way of recognition of the rights of 
the individual man and woman as children of 
God, and the meaning of this to the children 
of the future. The Organ should begin im- 
mediately when the reading is completed. 
Prayer. 

Benediction. 


FLOWER GIFT SERVICE 


(This program is based on a service arranged 
by Florence Hoatson, in The New Chronicle, 
and may be used at any time when blossoms 
are plentiful in the community in which you 
live. Any one department of the Sunday School 
may choose to donate the flowers, or it may be 
desirable to have the whole membership take 
part, the flowers to be sent to a local hospital 
or orphanage after the service. If the church 
membership takes part in the flower donations, 
some of the flowers may be used to decorate 
the local cemetery, directly after the service or 
in the afternoon). 

A Flower Service in the summer seems not 
only fitting but rather necessary as part of the 
series of stories connected with God’s gifts of 
love and beauty. Every child loves flowers, and 
a chance should be given them to arrange flow- 
ers and bunch them together as gifts for others. 
Where possible, children should be encouraged 
to bring what they can spare. Even a tiny posy 
is welcome. Low tables can be arranged in the 
room, with bowls and vases ready filled with 
water, so that the gifts may be suitably set out 
when received. If the department is small, then 
the little ones can come out singly and make 


their offering. But if large, a Flower March 
should be arranged, the children passing before 
the tables and leaving their offerings there. Care 
must be taken that all flowers be sent at once 
to their destination, as flowers easily fade and 
soon lose their freshness. Recepticles with water 
should be provided before the service, so they 
will not wilt. 

Choose an appropriate march to be played 
while the flower offerings are made. An appro- 
priate hymn will add joy to the offering. 

Read Act 20:35. 


The Story Sermon 

A little girl, named Mignon, lived in a tall 
house with many other children. She loved flow- 
ers, but she was so very poor that she did not 
often see any. She could not buy any, and there 
was no ground to grow any, for she lived in a 
city high up from the ground. Mignon had 
touched flowers sometimes at school, when her 
teacher kept a vase on the window sill. 

One day on her way home from school, a 
most wonderful thing happened. Mignon de- 
cided to go home a new way, and as she passed 
a flower stall, a woman asked her to mind her 
baby while she did an errand. Mignon con- 
sented with joy in her heart, for now she would 
be near the flowers the whole time the woman 
was away. When the woman returned, she re- 
warded Mignon with a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers. “You deserve all these,” the woman had 
said. Mignon ran all the way home with her 
treasure. They were so beautiful and so fragrant, 
she wanted everyone she loved to share her joy 
in looking at them. There were roses, and other 
flowers, and some fluffy green stuff which she 
had never before seen. ; 

“Took, look,” shouted Mignon, as she neared 
the crowded house. The children crowded about 
her wistfully. They loved flowers. “Give me 
some, Mig,” said a big boy with a lame foot. 
Mig looked at his foot. She gave him a rose. 
The boy whooped with joy, it was the first rose 
he had ever touched in his life. A ragged, miser- 
able looking little girl said, “I say, Mig, Ma 
would like a flower if you can spare one. She’s 
bad today.” Mig handed over two roses. The chil- 
dren pressed near and nearer, until there was 
only a little of the fluffy green stuff left. Of this 
she gave a bit here, a bit there, then she ran 
upstairs to her poor little home, where her 
grandfather sat in a chair beside the window. 
She put the remaining treasure into a cup on 
the table beside him. Grandad had been a 
gardener once. Now he was old and deaf, but he 
could see and his face lighted up at the sight 
of the greeny, yellowy stuff in the cup. 

“Your flower, my dear,” he said, “and as sweet 
as you are.” “What is the name, Grandad?” 
asked Mignon. Grandad squeezed her hand, “It’s 
called Migonette,’ he said, “and it means Lit- 
tle Darling.” 

Mignon thought of her roses, and looked wist- 
fully out of the window, as she described their 
beauty to her grandad. “I’m glad you had them, 
Little Darling,” said he, “but you have doubled 
your joy by giving them away. We are told that 
is more blessed to give than to receive. That is 
why your heart is to full of joy, even though 
you no longer have the flowers in your hand.” 
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I. THE MINISTRY OF CHILDREN 
(Preparation for Children’s Day) 


Place in a conspicuous place in the prayer- 
meeting-room the test, “A little child shall lead 
them.” 

Song, “Bring Them In.” 

Reading by an adult, “Children’s Day” by 
George Edward Martin. 

A prayer that we may be willing to be led by the 
good influences with which God surrounds us. 

Song, “Open Mine Eyes That I May See.” 

Bible reading, Matt. 18:1-6. 

Personal experiences: Give opportunity for brief 
general expressions in answer to the request, 
“Tell how you have been helped spiritually by 
some child.” 

Song, “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story 
of Old.” 

Bible reading, Isa. 11:6-9. 

Solo, ‘Tell It Again.” 

Talk: “Our Obligation to the Children.” 

1. We owe them right teaching. 

2. We owe them a good environment. 

3. We owe it to them to set them righteous 

examples of godly living. 

4. We owe them an earnest hearing of the 

lessons they bring. 

Song, “Whom Have You Helped Today?” 

Benediction. 

Recessional. 


e 
Il. WEDDING ANNIVERSARY NIGHT 


Decorate as for a wedding. Have two separate 
groups of reserved seats, one for couples mar- 
ried under one year and one for those married 
over fifty years. j 

Begin by playing Mendelssohn’s or some other 
well-known wedding-march. 

Song, “Love Divine, All Love Excelling.” 

Male quartette: “The Riches of Love in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Two Bible readings by a bride and groom of as 
recent date as is available: 

1. Song of Solomon 8:6-7. 

2. II. Cor. 6:14-18. 

A prayer by the minister for the happy homes 
represented, and for the happiness of those 
which may be in danger of shipwreck. 

Song, “Home, Sweet Home.” 

Talk: “How to Choose a Wife” by a man. 

Talk: “How to Choose a Husband,” by a woman. 

Talk: “The Secret of a Successful Marriage.” 

1. Mutual love. 

2. Common interests. 

_ 3. Christianity on the part of both. 

Song, “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” 


Wi. THE LORD’S FINANCIAL PLAN 
Song, “Something for Thee.” 

Prayer. 

Bible lesson, I Chron. 29:10-16. 


Song, “Give of Your Best to the Master.” 

Solo, “Why Should He Love Me So?” 

Questions with Bible answers: Everyone is in- 
structed to bring a Bible to the meeting. When 
a question is asked, the reference in which the 
answer is found is given and one minute is al- 
lowed in which to find the reference in the 
Bibles. The reference is then read aloud in con- 
cert by all who have found it, after which the 
scriptural answers to the questions should be 
emphasized. 

1. How is giving taught in the garden of Eden? 
(One tree was God’s. The first sin lay in 
Eve’s taking what was God’s for herself.) 
Gen. 2:16-17. 

2. What is the first scriptural account of voli- 
tional giving? Gen. 4:3-4. 

3. What do we know about the first record 
of tithing? Gen. 14:18-20. 

4. Where is tithing found in the law of Moses? 
Lev. 27:30-33. 

5. How did Jesus express His approval of tith- 
ing? Matt. 23:23. 

6. Where does the New Testament indicate 

that we should pay tithes as Christians? 

Heb. 7:8. 

. When should we give to Christ? I Cor. 16:2. 

. Who should give to Christ? I Cor. 16:2. 

. In What manner does God ask men to test 
Him to try an experiment and see if He 
will keep His promise? Mal. 3:10. 

10. What promise is made to tithers? Mal. 3:10. 
Song, “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Two-minute testimonials by the tithers of the 
congregation, “How I Have Been Blessed in 
Tithing.” 

Song, “I Know Whom I Have Believed.” 

Benediction. 

Recessional, “I Gave My Life for Thee.” 
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IV. FACING OPPORTUNITY 


Quotations by four High School students: 


1. “Never be satisfied with your achievements. 
Believe you can do better and you can. 
Satisfaction is stagnation.”—The Gideon. 

2. “If we never build our castles in the air, We 
shall never build them anywhere.’—J. G. 
Lawson. 

3. If you find yourself face to face with an 
impossible task, regard it as a compliment 
God has paid you. He knows you are the 
person who can do that task. 

4. There is only one thing should concern us— 
To find just the task that is ours; 

And then having found it to do it 
With all of our God-given powers. 
Song, “Help Somebody Today.” 
A prayer that we may make the most of our 
opportunities every day. 
Song, “Will There Be Any Stars in My Crown?” 
Talk: “The Opportunity of Serving One’s Fel- 
lowman.” 
Song, “Was That Somebody You.” 
(See page 432) 
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I. J. SWANSON, D. D. 


CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN LITERATURE AND 
RELIGION 

Halford E. Luccock, Prof. of Homiletics, in the Di- 
vinity School of Yale University. Willett, Clark and 
Co. 300 pp. $2.00. 

The author is especially qualified to write a book 
like this. He is widely read in contemporary litera- 
true, he knows the practical problems of religion 
and he knows how to interpret both. The book is of 
especial significance and value to preachers. It is 
true, to a considerable extent that preach- 
ers are not in touch, as they should be, with the 
“world.” They pray for “all sorts and conditions of 
men,” but they know little of the “man in the 
street” as he thinks about religion. Dr. Luccock 
knows what that kind of a man thinks about re- 
ligion. He here analyzes about a hundred and fifty 
books and magazine articles to show what men out- 
side the church are thinking about religion. This 
is a great service both to the ministry and the 
church, generally. It is a fine piece of insight and 
interpretation. Its style is fascinating. Dr. Luccock 
maintains that “a study of the literature of today 
ought to show three real relationships to religion. 
For one thing, it will disclose much of what might 
be called ‘implicit’ religion . . . Literature is of first 
concern for religion also in that it shows the symp- 
tons of a time, its needs, its voids, its sore spots, 
its hopes, its despairs. The competent novelist of 
any period is an indispensable diagnostician for 
anyone who would seek to heal the hurt of hu- 
manity. It renders an indispensable ministry to re- 
ligion in the challenge which it presents.’’ The chap- 
ter headings are: Morning after an earthquake, Re- 
ligion in a deflated world, Post-war realism, Ameri- 
can picture Album, Realism in account with re- 
ligion, Disillusionment and futility, Soundings, War 
literature, Social discontent and protest, Trends 
in criticism, and The search for God. 


HOW CAN I FIND GOD? 


Leslie D. Weatherhead, M. A. Revell. 156 pp. $1.50. 

One of the most helpful of recent books on this 
question for thoughtful young people, especially 
college students. The author is a scholar and a 
keen thinker. He is in the front rank of English 
preachers. He has written a number of excellent 
popular books on religious questions. His answer to 
the question as to how God may be found, is clear, 
definite, searching, and convincing. He discusses the 
following questions: (1) Are we hiding from Him? 
(2) How may we find Him? (3) How shall I know I 
have found Him? 


I WAS A PAGAN. 


Vv. C. Kitchen. Harpers. 186 pp. $1.50. 

The author is a New York City advertising man, 
and an able executive in his profession. After twenty 
years of success in this field, he tried to write a 
book on the meaning and purpose of life, but failed 
to find the answer. However, he came into contact 
with the Oxford Group, experienced “life-changing,” 
and so found the answer. It is a thrilling story of a 
new life, in vital touch with God. It stirs the heart; 
it is a disclosure of a new life lived with God, 


and also in close and inspiring contacts with fellow- 
men. He confesses that before his conversion he was 
“a Pagan” in daily living, and in his whole outlook 
on life. He is still “human,” friendly and companion- 
able, interested in the world of men and affairs, 
and ready to do his part in the making of a new 
world. He is deeply .convinced that ‘“‘personal sal- 
vation is still available to all who seek it in the 
name of Jesus Christ”; that God is using him as a 
part of the Oxford group; and that “I have just 
begun to touch the varied lives He is using me to 
change.” He believes in immortality because God 
wants him to. “I am told’ he says by the Voice 
that never yet has lied.” He receives, he says, detail- 
ed directions from God in his daily tasks. Many will 
regard this experience as not intended for all Chris- 
tians. His reflections on his experiences are interest- 
ing, and on the whole sound. These reflections are 
embodied in chapters, entitled: The business of 
chasing false gods, of thinking things out, of mean- 
ing well and doing badly, of the supernatural, of the 
Oxford group, of being re-born, of making a living, 
of remaking the world, etc. The chapter on wedlock 
is written from a fine Christian point of view, and 
will be helpful to all who need, and will follow, its 
advice. Other chapters are not so convincing, be- 
cause of being too much tinged by peculiar beliefs 
of the “group.” 


MUST WE ALL BECOME ATHEISTS? 


Ezra Albert Cook, Ph. D. The Latimer Press, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 245 pp. $2.00. 

In view of the general adoption of atheism in Rus- 
sia, and its growth in our own country, this question 
deserves serious study. This book, however, is not 
a plea for atheism, but able and convincing exposi- 
tion of the validity of atheism. It deserves the 
thoughtful reading of all (especially college students) 
who are impressed by the fact that many well-edu- 
cated persons of high character and who are as well 
workers for human uplift, have given up their be- 
lief in theism. Dr. Cook examines fairly the main 
arguments against theism—arguments for example, 
from evolution and other teachings of science, and 
from mechanistic psychology; and from denial of 
supernaturalism. He shows conclusively, however that 
modern science strengthens the arguments for be- 
lief in a personal and good God; and does it with 
fairness, clearness, and sound scholarship. The book 
is up-to-date. Its spirit. is finely Christian. It seeks 
to find the truth, and not merely to maintain a 
position. It deserves wide reading. The chapters on 
“If it pays to be good,” “The collapse of Mechanism,” 
“A good God in a bad world,” and “Atheism and 
human welfare,’”’ ought to be read by every minister. 
Dr. Cook gives three especially strong reasons why 
one should not be an atheist. They are: because 


atheism is irrational, immoral, and paralyzes per- 
sonality. 


REALITY IN RELIGION 


John MacNeill, Prof. of Homiletics and Principal of! 
Theology, McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada 
and President of the Baptist World Alliance. Jud- 
son Press. 158 pp. $1.00. 


The sermons in this book justify its title: the} 
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Suppose this Child 


WETE YOUT OWN e 


You'd insist on True-to-the-Bible 
Christ-centered Sunday-school Lessons 


You wouldn’t dare be satisfied with anything less—because it is vital 
that the teaching of the Sunday school be firmly rooted in the Bible, 
to give the Primary student a deep, abiding faith in God, and a desire 
to follow Christ as his personal Saviour. 


HII 


This can be realized through the 
use of Standard Christ-centered, 
True-to-the-Bible lessons, built 
squarely on the Bible as the re- 
vealed Word of God. 


Use Standard lessons in your Sun- 
day-school work—give to your class 
what you demand for your own 
child. Know the joy of accom- 


Do you want to be a better teacher? 
Just off the press. 


“New Training for Service.” 
can not afford to be without it. 


plishment; watch the growing in- 
terest of your class, their eagerness 
to hear more as the beauties of the 
lessons are unfolded to them. 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


will be sent on request. Contains 
specimen lessons for the Primary 
department, and samples of sup- 
porting materials. Write today. 


Send 35c. for your copy of 
128 pages. You 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


Kighth and Cutter Streets 


Dept. C-6 


Cincinnati, Ohio 


Hymns of Faith and Life 


Edited by BISHOP WILBUR P. THIRKIELD 


Chairman Committee on Worship, Federal Council of Churches 


——_illl ____¢7 we 


A noble and effective collection of hymns and tunes for use in Church 
Services, Hymn Festivals, and Assemblies. One hundred and thirty sing- 
able hymns, of spiritual power and tested worth. Words within the staff, 
clear, readable type, Orders of Worship, Psalter and Prayers. 


A Hymn Book of quality, strongly bound ‘‘Herculean Cover’’ at 


minimum cost. 


Send 20 cents for sample copy. $15.00 per 100 


A. S. BARNES AND COMPANY 


Hymn Book Publishers Since 1855 
st 44th Street .........New York 
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Preaching Alone 


Does Not Build 
Up A Church 


ae 


WHY is attendance falling off in so many 
churches? Are people less religious? 
No. This is shown by the throngs on Easter and 
other special occasions. These services are given 
wide publicity and crowds fill the churches. 

Ministers who appreciate modern sales meth- 
ods realize that all church activities must be 
given publicity in order to combat the lure of 
the movies and other amusements. It is not 
sufficient to depend on announcements from the 
pulpit on Sunday. 

How can churches advertise efficiently and 
economically? The Lettergraph Duplicator solves 
this problem for ministers without burdensome 
expense for printing. 


-HEYER:=Rotary- 


yA — TRADE MARK- 


prints clean, inviting letters, postcards, bulletins, 
forms, etc. Perfect copies of anything typed, 
written or drawn, in one or more colors as de- 
sired. Handles anything from postcard to 9 x 15 
inch sheet (maximum printing surface 7% x 11 
inches). Printing cost averages 25c per 1000 
copies, a saving of from 50% to 75%. And best 
of all, the price is amazingly low, only $29.50 for 
the Lettergraph complete with supplies ready 
for use. You may try it for 10 days on your own 
work. The Lettergraph must sell itself or back 
it comes. 

Mail coupon today for full details and samples 
of work the Lettergraph is doing for other 
churches . . . publicity which keeps parishioners 
enthusiastic. The information is free and does 
not obligate you in any way. 


Mail the 


Coupon 
for details 


2 eevetete 


ee eee 


Heyer Duplicator Company, Inc. 
Established 1903 
943 W. Jackson Blvd., Dept. 634, Chicago, Ill. 
Send complete details of the Lettergraph, 10-day 
O trial offer and samples of church publicity. 


Ship a Lettergraph complete with supplies. After 
cf] 10 days’ use, I’ll remit $29.50 or return machine. 


City 


deal with reality in religion. The author says that 
“reality is forever bound up with Jesus Christ, the 
experience of his cross in our own hearts and the 
application of his Gospel to every human relation- 
ship.” These sermons, too, says the author, have giv- 
en, he is assured, a ‘‘deepening sense of spiritual 
reality” to those who heard them preached. These 
are fine expository sermons, full of the evangelical 
spirit and power. 


LET’S BUILD A NEW WORLD. 
Burris Jenkins, Minister of The Community Church, 
Kansas City, Mo. Harpers. 96 pp. $1.00. 

Dr. Jenkins is a great Christian leader. During his 
27 years’ ministry in Kansas City, he has built up a 
church of 2600 members. He is versatile. He edits a 
weekly journal of religion, and is the author of 
fifteen books. He is doing his share in “building a 
new world.” In his choice and development of 
themes, he does not. follow the beaten track. He 
knows the heart of man; he loves “folks”; and how- 
ever unconventional his preaching, it is close to the 
Gospel of Jesus. The themes of his ten sermons in 
this volume are: Let’s Build a New World, Night 
Flight, Smilin’ Through, Straits,, Hamlet’s Mental 
Conflict, Undaunted by Decembers, Youth Haywire? 
Up a Tree, Dogs, and Pearl Buck’s Religion. 


GOD’S TURN. 
Henry Sloane Coffin, President, the Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York. Harpers. 100 pp. $1.00. 
Prior to his assuming his present position, Dr. 
Coffin was for twenty-one years minister of the 
Madison Ave. Presbyterian Church, New York. His 
was a commanding ministry. He is recognized gen- 
erally as one of America’s great preachers. He is a 
deep student of religion, has keen discernment of 
the things of the spirit, and impresses his hearers 
as one who in the spirit has seen and believed the 
things he preaches. His sermons will be found very 
helpful by thoughtful ministers, both for suggest- 
ing themes and their treatment. His sermon topics in 
this volume are: God’s Turn, Shields of Brass, The 
Christian Creed and Life, Faith and Faithfulness, An 
Appalling Alternative, The Realism of Faith, Above 
All That We Think, Inspirations That Fail, Facing 
Extinction (An Easter Sermon), And The Home of 
Souls (A Sermon For Trinity Sunday). 


CAN I KNOW GOD? 
Frederick B. Fisher, Minister, The First M. E. Church, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. Harpers, 140 pp. $1.00. 

As every minister knows, Dr. Fisher was formerly 
Bishop of the M. E. Church in Calcutta. He has had 
an unusually wide contact with Oriental peoples 
and their various religions; -with industrial condi- 
tions of Indian laborers in Africa and Australia; and 
of labor conditions in our own country, especially 
in the investigation of the underlying conditions 
that created the famous Steel Strike. He is a great 
preacher—one of Methodism’s bright ‘‘stars.’’ America 
needs him more at this time than India; personally, 
we are glad that he returned home. While his mes- 
sages reach with power and effectiveness the heart 
and mind of the average man, he appeals strongly 
also to college students. He builds their faith 
in God and man, and in the program of Jesus. The 
sermon titles in this volume are: Is There a God? 
What Is God Like? Can I Know God? Is Christianity 
True? Is One Religion as Good as Another? Victory to 
the Victim. Living Like Human Beings, Living Above 
Friction, Getting Into Harmony with Oneself, and 
The Wonder of Religious Experience. 


PRAYERS FOR SERVICES, A MANUAL FOR 
LEADERS OF WORSHIP. 

Compiled and Edited by Morgan Phelps Noyes, Min- 
ister of the Central Presbyterian Church, Montclair, 
N. J. Scribners. 296 pp. $2.50. 

This book include Calls to Worship, Confessions, 
Petitions, Invocations, Thanksgivings, Intercessions, 
and Prayers for Special Days, Special Seasons, Be- 
fore the Sermon, After the Sermon, After the Offer- 
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Create A Financial Reserve 
For Your Important Autumnal Work 
By Securing Vacation Offerings 


Vacation Mite Boxes—Vacation Slot Enyelopes—Shake-a-Tree Dime 
Collector—Tin Top and Bottom Banks Dime Gleaner—Dime Helper 


These and a variety of other helps are offered in our assortment 
of original special collectors. A list on request. 


Goodenough & Woglom Co., pen. 7 296 Broadway, New York 


(0 ing “Filled with most encouraging facts 
LOAGH ICA GO and energizing principles’ 
FOR THE FAIR? 


If so, by all means (1) hear the 
famous Deagan Carillon playing daily 
from the tower of the Hall of Science, 
and (2) visit one of the world’s most 


interesting plants—the home of Deagan 
Chimes. 

To visit the Deagan plant, simply 
telephone Lake View 4364 and all 
necessary arrangements will be made. 


You will not be obligated. 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
141 Deagan Building, Chicago U Fe D AY 
The price range of Tower Chimes places them 
within reach of every congregation. Write for 


information. 
By William Chalmers Covert 


George Albert Parker, Jr. 


President, Hanover College: 


“Whatever can help to keep the ministry mo- 
bile in its thought of its own function is worth 
while. If any minister wishes a valuable check- 
up on his acquaintance with some of the im- 
portant characteristics of our day which relate 
to his work, he cannot do better than read the 
eleven chapters of this book.” 


Boston Evening Transcript: 


“Doctor Covert is comprehensive in his survey, 
keen in his analysis, attractive and interesting 
in his portrayal, faithful in facing facts, op- 
timistic in his outlook, and challenging in his 
appeal to Christian leaders to meet the op- 
portunities and demands of the present day.” 


Price, net, $1.50 postpaid. 


At the Better Bookshops ——————— 


The Brand “CLIMAX” on heating and 
cooking apparatus means something spe- THE ABINGDON PRESS 


cific. 100,000 users in every City, Village NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
and town and cross-road in the UNITED BOSTON PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
STATES. Send us your heating and DETROIT KANSAS CITY PORTLAND, ORE. 


cooking problems. 
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Where you STOP 


makes or mars 


where you GO 


A summer holiday spent at 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hali offers 
you the excitement or complete 
repose you fondly desire. ¢ The 
beach is right at our door. Take 
a tingling plunge in the surf. 
Toast on the sand while a salt 
breeze blows your cares out to 
sea. If you want to make a day 


of it, lunch in your bathing togs 
at our smart Surf Club Grill. Golf 
and tennis will wait till tomor- 
row. Fishing too. In the evening, 
dances, game rooms, concerts 
and varied entertainments will 
keep you going at a happy pace. 
¢ Or, if you cherish leisure above 
exercise, woo it here undis- 
turbed. Roll up in sunshine on 
our broad Ocean Decks. Enjoy 
our stimulating health baths. 
Rest or read in the cool, quiet 
lounges, and dine with the relish 
of a rescued castaway. ® What- 
ever you expect of a summer 
holiday, you'll find it abounding 
here at Chalfonte-Haddon Hall. 
Reasonable rates. American and 
European plans. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


Chalfonte- 


Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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ing, Funeral Services, Marriage Services, Communion 
Services, Baptismal Services, and Week-day Services. 
This is one of the finest compilations of prayers for 
the occasions named above. The language is digni- 
fied and noble; and is suitable for each particular 
occasion, for which it is respectively written. 
The use of these prayers, either verbatim or adapted 
by the user, will lead congregations into communion 
with God, and will give them a profound sense of 
their duty to themselves, their fellow-men and God. 
Extempore prayers easily fall into a rut and benefit 
their hearers very little. The prayers in this book, 
while dealing necessarily with common human needs 
and aspirations, are varied in language. They open 
new ways of approach to God and duty; and to high- 
er spiritual experience. 


NEW BIBLE EVIDENCE FROM THE 1925-1933 
EXCAVATIONS. 

Sir Charles Marston, F. S. A. Revell. 249 pp. 9 illus- 
trations. $2.00. 


The author is regarded as being among the world’s 
foremost authorities on the Israelites’ Exodus from 
Egypt. This account of the authors’ archaeological 
discoveries is not dry-as-dust, but reads like an en- 
thralling romance. Marston’s discoveries in the eight 
years, 1925-1933, are of great value to Bible students. 
They reveal God who is behind the Bible. It confirms 
the Bible story of the fall of Jericho, among other 
important matters. Sir Charles also draws attention 
to the fact “that leading authorities in archaeology 
and anthropology have discovered that monotheism, 
not polytheism, was the original religion of man- 
kind. This conclusion must ultimately have as great 
an effect on recent Bible commentators as Einstein’s 
discovery of Relativity has had on physics.” 


MOLDERS OF THE AMERICAN MIND. 
Norman Woelfel. Columbia University Press. 304 pp. 
$3.00. 


This book deals with studies of some seventeen 
leading special writers and teachers in the field of 
educational theories and practices. Dr. Woelfel holds 
that views about theoretic and practical problems 
in education depend in a very large extent upon the 
way the social scene as a whole is contemplated. He 
shows how the points of view of the educational 
leaders under discussion are oriented. Following this, 
he criticizes and interprets from the basis of his 
own convictions the views he has just analyzed. 
He then outlines some major educational strategies 
for the immediate future. He believes that modern 
experimental naturalism offers a substantial basis 
upon which a new and distinctive American civiliza- 
tion can be built. “In the minds of the men who 
think experimentally,” he says, ‘‘America is con- 
ceived as having a destiny which bursts the all too 
obvious limitations of Christian religious sanctions 
and of capitalistic profit economy. Although differ- 
ing variously in specific interpretations the experi- 
mental naturalists all think in terms of an emergent 
culture controlled by human efforts.” A startling 
conclusion! It suggests also a startling program! 
Keen criticism and on the whole justified; but “‘ex- 
perimental naturalism,” devoid of religion, will never 
develop a sound or a lasting culture. 


WHITHER ASIA? A STUDY OF THREE LEADERS: 
GANDHI, HU SHIH AND KAGAWA. 
Kenneth Saunders, Litt. D. Macmillan. 221 pp. $2.00. 


The author is recognized as an authority on the 
Orient. In this book he forecasts its development, 
through a study of three of its outstanding leaders. 
He credits Gandhi wtih breaking down the caste 
system in India, and promoting brotherhood, in 
India; Gandhi represents, he says, the saint, the 
ideal of the Hindu perfect man. The second Hu Shih, 
he describes as the scholar and the social philoso- 
pher—the Confucianist ideal man. The third, Kaga- 
wa, he holds, represents the Samurai, the soldier and 
the noble, the brave leader of the common people, 
the herald of a new day for Japan. Dr. Saunders 
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THE SHADOW of the BROAD BRIM 


The Life-Story of Charles Haddon Spurgeon: Heir of the Puritans 
By RICHARD ELLSWORTH DAY 


HE religious world of today is celebrating the hundredth anniversary of 
Spurgeon’s birth, and it is appropriate that such a popular, intimate, 
sympathetic account of his life and work as this is should appear just now. 
The church needs again to come in touch with his sturdy, homely, rea- 
ministers should endeavor to learn 
the secret of the power that made Spurgeon one of the greatest preachers of all 
time. Doctor Day has lived and studied himself thoroughly into his subject, 
and out of his admiration and research has made a most readable book. His 
style is Spurgeonesque, and on the whole it is exactly the kind of book that 


Spurgeon would have wanted written about him. 


Illustrated, $1.50 
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THE SHADOW OF 
THE BROAD BRIM 


ELLSWORTH 
DAY 


THE LIFE-STORY OF CHARLES HADDON 
HEIR OF THE PURITANS 


) SPURGEON: ‘A 
brim come orer my spirit=—CM. 5. 


ORDER FROM 
OUR NEAREST HOUSE 


1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


16 Ashburton Place, Boston 


2328 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 


313 W. Third Street, Los Angeles 
1107 McGee Street, Kansas City 


505 New World Life Bldg., Seattle 
223 Church Street, Toronto 


~ UHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND 


A NEW WORLD CULTURE 


BY ARCHIBALD G. BAKER 


| kee most important interpretation of Chris- 
tian Missions that has appeared in more 
than 100 years. Dr. Baker is the first writer 
to introduce the missionary to the social sci- 
entist and the psychologist—and them to 
: the missionary.’’ 

) —Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison 
The Religious Book Club selection for April. 


$2.00 


CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 
AND RELIGION 


BY HALFORD E. LUCCOCK 


stars.”’ 
“Read it with interest, appreciation and 


L UCCOCK’S paragraphs crackle and explode. It’s 
a grand book—put it on your list with two 
—The Congregationalist. 


amaze- 


SUMMER READING INDEX 


Ancient Wives and Modern Husbands 
Sermons by Clarence E. Macartney. 1, ADAM'S 
WIFE: The Fountain of Life; 2, ISAAC’S WIFE: 
A Mother’s Ambition; 3, LOT'S WIFE: Looking 
Backward; 4, POTIPHAR'S WIFE: Temptation; 
B. DAVID’S WIFE: The Woman Who Mocked; 
6, NABAL’S WIFE: When A Woman Pleads; 8, 
HEROD'S WIFE: For A Woman's Sake; 9, 
PILATE’S WIFE: The Truce of God. Rich in 
modern applications. $1.25 


The Beloved Physician of Teheran 
By Isaac Malek Yonan. A romance of modern 
Christian missions. Being the true story of Sa’eed, 
now the beloved physician of Teheran—how he 
overcomes his environment and is won to Christ 
after serving as muezzin, a Mohammedan crier 
of the hour of prayer. Today, as physician, he 
witnesses for Christ in Persia, a land in which it 


is difficult to live and be a Christian. $1.00 


The World Mission of the Christian 
Religion. By Wade Crawford Barclay. If local, 
national, and international issues seem so over- 
whelming as to make individual or group effort 


ment not only at the prodigious labor back of the 
book but at the insight and wisdom of it.” 
—Bishop James C. Baker 


“‘A book of extraordinary importance.” 
—Joseph M. Dawson, Dallas ‘‘News’’ 


“Dr. Luccock leads to a new understanding of 


the religious problems of the day. 
—Walter Pritchard Eaton 


“Tt has the kick of a belligerent kangaroo... 
an epoch making book . stimulating as well 
as stunni . comes like an earthquake but 


ng : 
it will leave behind a rebuilt city.’ 
Ms —William L. Stidger 


“From the pen of one of America’s most popu- 


religious writers.’ 
gs hes —Religious Book Club Bulletin 


$2.00 
Order today from your bookseller 


A CLARK & CO. 


CHICAGO 


NEW YORK 


unavailing, then read this book and organize 


classes for its study. 


What Men Are 
Asking. By Henry 
Sloane Coffin. ‘He takes 
the questions which are 
troubling men’s minds 
and makes Christian 
Experience seem a vital 
reality.’’—Religzous Book 
Club. $2.00 


$1.25 


The Adventurous 
God. By Charles E. 
Schofield. A stimu- 
lating study of God 
active in the affairs 


of man today. ‘‘Well 
done, timely, essen- 
tial.’’ $1.00 


Send for Catalog. 


COKESBURY §  NasuHviLte 


GOOD 
BOOKS 


PRESS = = AndAt Your 


Bookstore. 
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By the Author of 


DORAN’S 
MINISTER’S 
MANUAL 


THE MINISTER’S 
7 WEEK-DAY MANUAL 


Complied by Rev. G. B. F. Hallock 


A Handbook for the minister designed to 
furnish whole-year help toward meeting the 
many demands for week day addresses. In- 
numerable examples and suggestions for ad- 
dresses to all types of groups, both religious 
and civic, as well as material basic to talks on 
all occasions, Flag Day, Commencement Day, 
Labor Day, after dinner talks, etc. A complete 
and indispensable source book, a premier vol- 
ume of preaching aid. 


302 pages only $2.00 
HARPER & BROTHERS Publishers New York 


Tabernacle Hymns Number Three 
is written out of deep spiritual 
conviction. Aflame with power 
these hymns of Devotion, Atone- 
ment, Second Coming, Bible, In- 
vitation, etc., including children’s 
songs, choir numbers and solos, 
have won worldwide acclaim and 
recognition. The profound power 
of this matchless collection of 
Standard and Gospel Hymns in 
adding membership, stimulating 
activity and boosting income has 
made it the choice of live 
churches. Reduced prices: Per 
100, silk cloth, $50.00; paper cov- 
ers, $32.50. Not prepaid. Fully 
orchestrated. 


SONG BOOK OF THE NATION 


Write oda for returnable sample 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
322G North Waller Ave. Chicago, I. 


Special Offer—Chureh Members Only 
Get FREE Insurance Membership to July 1 


At Low Easy Cost your own insurance company 
promptly supplies aid and comfort when needed. 

This Company maintains a full legal reserve 
with a surplus twice that of the reserve and is 
founded on the proposition that church mem- 
bers are entitled to lower rates than general 
insurance companies can give. Apply today for 
membership in the largest and strongest of all 
insurance companies operating under the same 

: law in the state of Indiana. 

Sick Benefits $5.00 to $31.50 per week. Burial Insurance with- 
out medical examination $100.00 to $500.00. Accident policies 
$200.00 to $7,500.00. Life Insurance including Endowments 
$1,000.00 to $5,000.00. All claims paid when due. 

No cost—no obligation to get details. Only church members 
eligible—ages 16 to 65. Write today, giving date of birth. 

Pastors requested to write for cooperative plan. 


CHURCH MEMBERS RELIEF ASSOCIATION 


A J. K. Ake, Pres. 
830 Occidental Building Indianapolis, Indiana 


points out the incalculable influence of these three 
leaders of human progress not only in their respec- 
tive countries, but in all Asia. Each of them, he 
tells us, has gained much from the West, in knowl- 
edge, training and point of view; and in turn, he 
affirms, they are powerfully influencing the West. 
Of the three, he is convinced that Kagawa is the 
most influential. A book of knowledge, insight and 
interpretation. It shows the social, intellectual, 
political and religious trends in Asia. The book 
mirrors the changing, not the ‘‘changeless,” East. 


FAMOUS FRIENDS OF GOD, HERO TALES OF 
FAITH. 

Mott R. Sawyers, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Centerville, Ia. Revell. 190 pp. $1.50. 

A book that will inspire new faith in God and 
fresh courage for doing one’s duty. Pastors will find 
it of great value for preparing talks to young peo- 
ple generally, to pupils of Daily Vacation Bible 
schools, to young folks at summer camps, etc. A 
splendid book, too, for homes where there are grow- 
ing children. The tales are from the Bible and from 
secular history. Some of the titles are: An Egyptian 
Parsifal, Stories of the Maccabees, Athanasius 
against the world, John Knox the Scotch Reformer, 
Bernard Palissy, Nathan Hale, Thirty-one times a 
Governor, When Garfield read his bible, The great- 
est individual achievement of the World War, etc. 


ORIENTAL WINDOWS. 
George A. Huntley, M. D., Lecturer on MJ'ssions, 
Andover Newton Theological School and Boston Uni- 
versity School of Theology. Judson. 155 pp. $1.00. 
The author was for eighteen years a medical mis- 
sionary in China. He was a very successful doctor 
and surgeon, and wielded a great influence for 
Christianity. Since his return to this country, he 
has been in constant demand for missionary ad- 
dresses. This volume contains over a hundred in- 
cidents in his own medical missionary work, and 
a few from other sources. All of them are arrest- 
ing. They are interesting and fresh; and each story 
is used to illustrate some Scriptural text. Dr Hunt- 
ley closes his book by quoting nineteen Chinese 
striking proverbs. The best collection we have ever 
seen of illustrative material for missionary talks. 


THE COKESBURY MARRIAGE MANUAL. 
Edited by W. H. Leach. Cokesbury. 159 pp. $1.00. 

A manual, containing selected marriage liturgies, 
chapters on the minister and marriage, and on the 
legal aspects of marriage. 


INTERNATIONAL BOOK OF NAMES. 
Cc. O. Sylvester Mawson, Litt. D., Ph.D. Thomas Y. 
Crowell Co. 308 pp. $2.00. 

This is a dictionary of the more difficult proper 
names in literature, history, philosophy, religion, 
art, music, and other studies; together with the offi- 
cial form and pronunciation of names of present- 
day celebrities and places throughout the world, with 
post-war geographical changes duly incorporated. 
The author’s distinguished scholarship in this field 
is attested by his work on the Oxford English Dic- 
tionary, under the late Sir James Murray, and by 
his engagement as a specialist by the publishers of 
Webster. A tremendous amount of research, entail- 
ing correspondence with authorities of many coun- 
tries, was required for the making of this book. It 
deserves a place on the study table of every minister 
who values accuracy in spelling and pronouncing 
these many names of persons and places. 


LETTERS TO GOD AND THE DEVIL. 
Edward Scribner Ames, Pastor University Church of 
Disciples of Christ, Chicago. Harpers. 113. pp. $1.00. 
The title applies only to the first and last of the 
twelve sermons in the book. The letter to God em- 
bodies beautiful conceptions of His nature, power, 
companionship, fellowship, and His manifestations 
in history and everyday life. The letter to the Devil 
gives him his due, but reminds him of his limita- 
tions. The other sermon topics are: The nature 
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Dietz Hymn Tablets 
No. 10. Size 33x16 
Price Only $9.00 
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oak frame; medium gold- 
en finish. With or with- 
out the cross design. 6 
sets of 4 inch numerals 
and 3 slides. Readable at 
great distance. 
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Sanitary” 


Will interest every class to reach the 
highest standard 
Friendly Rivalry Will Arouse Interest in 
Your School 


Envelope 
Holder 


No. 18. A neat de- 
sign. Inside dimen- 
sions, 5% in. wide by 
2% in. deep. Oxidized 
Copper Finish. 


Price per 100, $12.00 


re Chicsye Ill. 


No. 15. Cup and Meas Holder 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, 20 E. Randolph St., 


EXPOSITOR WARMS IN A LAND OF ICE. 


The Manse 
Point Barrow, Alaska 
April 27, 1934 

Dear Doctor Ramsey: 

Understand, I am not ‘kicking,’ exactly, altho it may sound that way, but, per contra, 
I am seeking sympathy. I simply find it difficult to get along without The Expositor, and 
it has been exactly eight months since the last copy reached me. 

Not regularly, do we receive, on the dog-team mails, second class mail in the winter, but 
always we do have one or two magazines and newspapers from the far south. Other maga- 
zines have come in small numbers, but nary an Expositor. Am I in arrears?—If I am in 
a bad way, please advise me quickly and a check will go forward as usual. I want my 
Expositor, mightily. 

I am away up here, next door to the Pole, where I see no brother minister for from 
four to six years at a stretch, few if any white men who are spiritually minded, and—vwell 
I miss The Expositor. It is of very real inspirational help to me. Today I am reading back 
numbers, the latest I have, of early months of 1933. They are good food, even so, but I 
am wondering what sort of dinners you have served up in recent months. 


This from a friend in need. ; 
Sincerely yours 


Henry W. Greist. 


(Dr. Greist is a Fellow American Medical Association. He is the Superintendent and Missionary- 
in-Charge of the Presbyterian Hospital and Mission, a Dog-Mushing doctor-preacher of a parish 


covering a thousand miles of Arctic Coast about four-hundred miles north of the Arctic Circle. 
—Eds) . 
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A Parish 
Paper 
Will Pull 
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t Over the Top 


PARISH paper competes with the 
movies, the automobile, the Sunday 
newspapers, with golf, and beats them 

decisively. In no uncertain fashion, it 
brings out your congregation to listen to 
the sermons you prepare with painstak- 
ing efforts. It fills the Sunday school and 
keeps it filled. It brings in new members 
and workers for every phase of your 
church’s activity. 


It helps you mightily to get your mem- 
bers into that mood and spirit that fills, 
and more than fills, your church treasury. 


These things it does, and helps you knit 
your congregation into a live, happy, work- 
ing unit. It fills the treasury. If you follow 
our on it doesn’t cost you or your church 
a cent. 


Send for free samples and particulars. 


The National Religious Press 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Exp.: June 


RAISE CHURCH FUNDS 
NOW! 


General business improvements coupled with 
successful Woolverton methods will aid you in 
raising necessary funds for your ehurch or 
church organization. 


Our line includes: Mile of Coins, Holiday 
collectors, Coin-a-day plan, a Dime in Pennies, 
Fifty cents in nickels, a Dollar in Dimes, etc. 
Pnarches using these plans heartily recommend 

m. 


Send postal today for free samples and prices. 


The Woolverton Printing Company, 
Cedar Falls, Iowa. 


of the soul, Growth of the soul through reflection, 
The growth of the soul through adversity, The 
Easter secret, Invisible companions, God and Nature, 
God and the city, God and prayer, God and security, 
and Natural mysticism. These sermons will appeal 
especially to liberals. They represent constructive 
liberal thought at its ethical and religious best. 


CARICATURES 
(Cont. from page 395) 


walk ye in it: God is—there.” There is encourage- 
ment, and warning to be given; memory of other 
travelers, and of the object of the journey to 
be kept in mind. But public prayer is a corporate 
act in which we seek, as a united body, to under- 
stand better and to walk more strongly the Way 
of God. 


It is not the breadth of public prayer that 
concerns me. It is the lack of depth. 

Most prayer is selfish. It is prayer with the 
“oimmes.” God “gimme” this. God “gimme” that. 
It is on the low level of asking and receiving. 
It is on the existence level, a bread-line relation- 
ship with God. The point of my plea is this: 
Stop using prayer as a petition. Petition is 
easy. It soothes the conscience with the thought 
of something accomplished; it is Uriah-Heepish- 
ly humble and abjectly grateful for small fa- 
vors received. It is unworthy of the sons of 
God. 


People say to me sometimes when I talk about 
these things, “Very right, very beautiful—for 
young people. They have not much to hang on- 
to anyway. But for us—no, you take away the 
habits of years. I cannot start off into a new 
country. This satisfies. Leave me alone. Let the 
young people do that.” 


You may be as old as Abraham when his call 
came to him, but this does not allow you to 
settle down with rejoicing in the attainment of 
your spiritual life. It did not for Abraham. Abra- 
ham was seventy-five years old, when the voice 
of God told him to leave the familiar country 
of his whole life, and go into a land which he 
should receive afterward. 


You see how he felt. “That takes away all the 
old familiar places. It makes me leave every- 
thing I have been doing. It takes me out of the 
place where I live (with God). You give me 
nothing in its place, nothing but a road to trav- 
el, a wilderness way, the promise of a better 
land which I cannot see. I have no proof. O 
God, I cannot go! It frightens me! I am too old 
to travel new roads. New country is for the 
young. Leave me in my familiar land. Take me 
not away from the land of my fathers. It was 
good enough for them. It has satisfied me. God, 
I cannot go.” 


But he went—and in the going achieved a 
spiritual heritage which descends unto us. “And 
these all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, and 
were persuaded of them and embraced them, 
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THE Great, Nee axgi'tamgen CUPS 
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The individual communion shane oaeieaty, 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups. We ‘se 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and 
supply thousands of satis- 


and confessed that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth. For they that say such 
things declare plainly that they seek a coun- 
try. And truly, if they had been mindful of that 
eae ae vee they came out, they might 
ave had opportunity to have returned. But now 
fled ponaieanbions. Bend fo: they desire a better country. Wherefore God is 


hee not ashamed to be called their God.’—From 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE The Commonplace Prodigal, by permission of 


200-E 57th Street the publishers, Henry Holt & Co. 
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June, 1934 


THE 


AUSTIN ORGAN 


REPRESENTS A 


Standard of Excellence 


WITH 


Refinements and Improvements 
Protected by Patents 


oN 


AUSTIN ORGAN CO. 


Box No. 10 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


WRITE US 


THE EXPOSITOR 


Chureh Furniture 


Everything for Church and Sunday 
School use. Direct from our fac- 
tery to you. Beautiful and distinc- 
tive furniture — skilfully con- ~. 
structed, richly finished—the kind 
you will admire. Correspondence 
and blue prints solicited. 


Fine catalog mailed free 
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1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, Il. 


Startling News! 


We have startled the organ 
world by building an actual 
pipe organ of two manuals 
and pedal for only a few 
hundred dollars. Nothing 
. comparable with it has ever 
been developed. Write for 
our special low price. Don’t 
miss this opportunity for 
real economy. 
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Write for your Free Copy of Our 

Illustrated Catalog No. E-64 

THE C, J, LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
Factory and Mair Office, Little Falls, N. Y. 
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Vacation Bible School Courses, in 
which all teaching materials are in- 
cluded in the teacher’s Text Book. 
Write today for 


FREE PROSPECTUS 


containing specimen lessons, samples of 
teaching materials and complete infor- 
mation on how to conduct a successful 
Vacation Bible School. The Standard 
Publishing Co., 8th and Cutter Sts., 
Dept. C_61 Cincinnati, O. 
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MEMORIALS—Made in Wood 


Pulpits, Communion Tables, Lecturns, 
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CHAS. A. DOLPH, The Church Furniture Man 
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THE JUDSON PRESS 
1107 McGee St. Kansas City, Mo. 


C-6 1AM 5c SAVE June, 1934 
WORTH ME 

Save 20% on your next Expositor sub- 
scription on the following conditions: 

1. There must be 12 of me. 

2. Beginning any month in the year. 
3. Coupons must be for consecutive mos. 
_4. Not good or redeemable on combina- 
tion offers. 

The Expositor is $3.00 a year. 12 of these 
coupons, sent in accordance with the 
above rules, will earn you 60c credit on 


your subscription. 
INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


Our SPECIAL OFFER will inter- 
est every church. Over 70,000 
churches use our outfits. Glasses 
: z $1.00 doz. Low prices un Collec- 
tion & Bread Plates. Pastors’ Outfits. Folder free. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO. Box 15 Lima, Ohio 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Wanted: Twenty-two straight church pews, 
9% feet long. Give diagram of pew ends, seat 
and price in your reply to this advertisement. 
Rev. A. T. Nelson, Springfield, Minnesota. 


For Sale or Exchange: Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, 30 volumes, cloth binding, excellent con- 
dition, $15.00; or will exchange for Bausch & 
Lomb Stereopticon. Rev. W. S. Dawson, 36 So. 
3rd Street, Columbia, Pennsylvania. 


A choice selection of second-hand books at 
very reasonable prices. Address for list, P. O. Box 
165, Longton, Kansas. 


For Sale: Excellograph practically new, pads, 
brush, stylus, 12 stencils, etc. First check for 
$19.50 gets it. Rev. S. S. Plank, 607 Liberty St., 
Franklin, Pennsylvania. 


Your Vacation. Plan now and profit. My sum- 
mer home North Central Michigan. Reasonable 
rental or sale price to ministers. 

Rev. Clyde D. King, Zion, Illinois. 


Pastor Evangelist. Last six months, Business 
Manager; Alberta Prohibition Association. Open 
for dates after July first. Formally of N. W. 
Kans. Conf. William H. Zook, 714 Tegler Bldg., 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 


CHURCH NIGHT 


(Continued from page 421.) 


Talk: “Facing the Opportunity of Living the 
Beautiful Life:” 
Song, “More Like the Master.” 
Talk: “Facing the Opportunity of Winning Souls 
for Christ.” 
Song, “Will There Be Any Stars in My Crown?” 
Talk: “How Will You Meet Your Opportuni- 
ties?” 
1. Will you choose to live for self and turn 
your back on them? 
2. Will you postpone using your opportunities 
and let them slip away from you? 
3. Will you try to divide time between self and 
service and so lose both? 
4. Will you do your best to face every op- 
portunity and to use it for God? 
Duet, “While the Days Are Going By.” 
Bible reading, Rev. 3:7-8. 
Recessional, “Must I Go and Empty-Handed?” 
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WE WRITE ORIGINAL SERMONS FOR 
BUSY PASTORS’ SPECIAL USE 
Nothing Duplicated. Also Articles and 
Conference Papers. Prompt, Scholarly Service. 
Authors’ Research Bureau, 516 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City 
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Choir-Pulpit-Gowns 


E. R. MOORE CO. 
Makers Since 1907 
932-938 DAKIN STREET 


CHICAGO 


STAINED GLASS SINCE 1888 


Free booklet sent on request. 


J. M. KASE, Inc. 
Stained Glass Studios 
461 Eighth Ave., 30-36 N. Eighth St. 
New York City. Reading, Penna. 


qe CHURCH FURNITURE 
— COMMUNION TABLES: FONTS 
HS.) PULPITS - CHAIRS - PEWS 
COMPLETE SETS 
DIRECT FACTORY PRICES. 
Send for Illustrated Catalog 
J.-P REDINGTON &CO. 


DEPARTMENT -C - SCRANTON, PA. 


Ask for List of 
LECTURE SETS 
GiUNDAEDS OF BUBJECTS) 


$225% Seer SLIDE 


VICTOP: Por/able 
§STEREOFTICON 


Victor. Ammatocrarn (ons, 
114 VICTOP, BLOG., 
DAVENPORT, 

IOWA. 


EASY TO GET 


‘Collecting 8 mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Socjety. 
The cont will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices. 


THE HARRISON CO. UNION CITY, IND. 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE 


Built to Order Complete Sets or 
Write for Catalog Individual Pieces 
KELTNER MFG., CO., ASHLEY, O. 
SINCE 1869 
SPELL SE a Te, 


DUPLICATING MACHINES, $3.85 to $95 


MOST Complete Line of ALL KINDS of Duplicating Ma- 
chines, Supplies, Repairs and Accessories in America. 
Clay Composition, Gelatin Sheet and Roll Film, Rotary 
Stencil, as ‘‘“EXCELLOGRAPHS,”’ Rebuilt Mimeographs, 
Rotospeeds, Etc. 

Stencil Picture Tracers, Minister’s Mimeo. Manual Art 
Book, Etc. Photo-Litho-Folder, Price List, Etc. FREE. 


Pittsburgh Typewriter & Supply Co. 
SUITE 582 Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH EQUIPMENT 


BIBLES COMMUNION SERVICE Harrison. Co. « .#iclsescneepnlee eee 434 
Oxford University Press ........ 433 Individual Communion Serv. Co. 432 Woolverton Printing Co. ...--.+- 430 
Sanitary Communion Service ...430 
BIBLE SCHOOL COURSE Thomas Communion Service Co. . .432 Rectal. One PROJECTORS, 
Standard Publishing Co. ........ 431 ONS) SURFS ee 

DUPLICATORS (Rotary) STENCILS, Victor Animatograph Co. ........ 434 
BOOK STORES INK ; 
ERTGRONS PRESS Mimtirsmtne ceeeteseeseee 432 Heyer Duplicator Co. .......... a24 pager Gt 
Pittsburgh Typewriter & Sup. Co. 434 Austin Organ: Coy (3. .1-010 freee 431 
BOOK CASES A : M. P. Moller \e'e. o/s el sjebe (nse ea 434 
Pes Tr ahdstioiates Oo... rg GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) Wicks Pipe Organ Co. ........... 431 
Cox Sons & Vining .........-.-- 432 
BOXES (Folding) DeMoulin Bros. Co. ........------ 431 PARISH PAPERS 
} Moore Company, E. R. .......-... 434 National Religious Press, The ....430 
Edwards Folding Box Co. ........432 Ward Gompany, C. E. ......... 433 
et Ganpe PORTABLE CHAPELS 
: HOTELS Mershon & Morley Company ....433 
(O}ERS A ey a feel Clos Sarmigti oosint.cnlon 432 Chalfonte-Haddon Hall ......... 426 
PUBLISHERS 
CHIMES HYMN BOOKS Abingdon Press ............++++ 425 
Meagan” Inc:, J. Cyc 425 Barnes Aw 5.0 CO-mict reiterate 423 Cookesbury Press) <<. .... <<a 427 
Hope) Publishing Cod) sae -ecrseriavets 431 Harpers “Bross! <iehtcsclolt tte ere 428 
CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL Tabernacle) Pub.) Con secs siicleiio ssi 428 Judson PYeSS 2 iieee.e cove 5i5/stOeeeee 427 
SUPPLIES REVELL CO., FLEMING H. ....387 
ee A og INSURANCE Willett, Clark & Co. .:.... 0... 427 
4 ep re ee Ce ae Church Members Relief Ass’n. ..428 
Standard Publishi MP apvacene 
Warner ae 7 : ye : as Sree aieteraiers RE MINISTERS ee AC SS sevomeheny samen! 
afojere\orere a onatetes hkeiaenstc stare Back Cover Author’s Research Bureau ......432 
CHURCH FURNITURE (Altars, Seat- 
ine) KITCHEN EQUIPMENT STAINED GLASS (Windows) 
AMERICAN SEATING CO. ...... 389 Taplin-Rice-Clerkin Co. ........ 425 Kase, J. M.j Inc, <...5..0s0nmenm 434 
OTD Or Ase cotis civic oieraie ste. ccsietatate 432 
Keliner Mfga'Oo.) y.cocansieees s 434 MONEY RAISING STATIONERY AND ENVELOPES 
Redington & Company, J. P. ....434 Goodenough & Woglom Co. ...... 425 Just Right Stationery ........... 43: 


